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STATE Of CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES

714/744 P STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

Preliminary Assessment Summary

U.S.A. Petrochem March 1985
4777 Crooked Palm Road
Ventura, California 93001

Preparer: Linda D. Hogg

Toxic Substances Control Division
Southern California Section

(213) 620-2380

PROBLEM AND HISTORY :

This Bite was originally owned and operated as a lemon orchard by the Morrison
Family. It was purchased by Shell 01l Company in 13852 and was operated as a
fertilizer plant, producing ammonia and urea. The wagtes from the Shell plant
were acid and alkaline zludges, and a nonspecified catalyst. Wastes were
disposed to ponds and landfills offsite, at JNJ in Oxnard, and the Shell
Chemiocal Pond on the Taylor lease. They also had onsite sumps and tanks. The
sumps and tanks are no longer used, but they have not been filled in or
covered. No records of any inapectlons of the Shell plant were found during
agency records searches.

Shell closed in 1972 and was sold to California 0il Production Co. (COPD).
COPCO was acquired by U.S.A., Petrochem in 1973,

U.S.A. Petrochem started operations in 1974. Their scurce activity was oil
refining, including oll desulfurization. Wastes included sulfide sludge,
tetraethyl lead sludge, caustic, catalyst, APT sludge, and monoethenolamine.
All wastes were disposed off-gite except the process water, which was treated
ongite. All wastes were contained in tanks cor sumps. When full, wastes were
hauled by vacuum truck to Casmalia. Various haulers were used., There wae no
autside storage or open plts. There were numerous fires and spills, all of
which were contained aend/or cleaned up, according to s Ventura County Fire
Department representative.

U.S.A. Petrochem is no longer operating at this site. The refinery and the

property are for sale as 1a; if it doesn't sell, the plant will be dismantled
and the property sold for development.

RECOMMENDATION =

Active status, low priority. Although the plant appears to have run a clean
operation, the underground tanks and the sumps are old and have the potential
of leaking. The material in the tanks is not highly toxlie, but the site is in
an Industrial rural area next to the Ventura River. The Ventura County
Environmental Health Department has requested a comprehenslve clean-up plan to
be submitted prior to sale or decommissioning.



Preparer's Name

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

Region 9

Linda D. Hogg

Date March 1985

SOURCE INFORMATION
1. Site ID Number CAP o'7¢ /¢4L//7/
2. Site Name Dept. of Healt U.5.A. Petrochem
Serxvices (DHS)
Abandoned Site
Assessment
Program (ASAP)
gquestionnaire
1984
3 & Site Location DHS DMI file 4777 Crooked Palm Road
listing 1982 Ventura, CA 93001
{DHS discovery sl6, T3N, R23W
& ASAP Drive-
by 7/26/84
4. County ASAP Drive=by Ventura
7/26/84
5. Owner (Address & | 1984 Ventura U.S.A. Properties
Telephone No.) County Tax Max Jamisonm Esq.
Assessor,1983 1633 26th Street
recorder. P.0O. Box 1839
Santa Monica, CA S0406
6. Operator (Address) Phone call Current:
& Telephone No.) 1/22/85 U.S5.A. Petxochenm
HerbHill A777 Crooked Palm Road
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1/22/85 Phone
call Herb Hill
and Ventuxa Co
Tex ASsessor
1984

Ventura, CA 93001
{805) 648-3168

Past:
California 0il Production
Co. (COPBPCO);
Shell Fertilizer
Morrison Famlly

7 s

Type of Ownership

Same as #5

Private

8.

Status

Phone call
1/22/84 Herb
Hill

Inactive. Site is currentl

for sale.
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8. Source Activity DHES ASAP Drive-by U.S.A. Petrochem:
7/26/84 oil refinexy
6/26/75 County of COPCO: desulfurization of oil
Ventura memo to Victor| Shell Pertilizer Plant: ammonia
R. Howbands and urea production.

10. Years of Operation ASAP 1984 guestionnairp Shell Fertilizer Plant: 1952 =
(fEor Shell Fext,) 1972
Ventura County Tax COPCO: 1973 ~ 1974

Assessor and ASAP 1984
guestionnaire (for USA
Petrochem)
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ASAP 1984 questionnaire U.S.A, Petrochem:

) (for USA Petrochem) 1974 -~ 1984
111. Facility Type ASAP 1984 guestionnaire USAE Petrochem:
(USA Petrochem) 4 sumps, 550 to 65,200 gallom

7-10 1175 to 19,000 gallon
underground tanks.

Above ground tanks - unknown
capacity.

COPCO: unknown
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ASAP 1984 guestionnaire Shell Fextilizer Plant:

{Shell Fert.,) offsite landfill, ponds.
1/22/85 phone call. 6 sumps
Herb Hill o
12, Waste Type ang ASAP 1984 questionnairje USA Petrochem:
Degcription (USA Petroleum) Process water, sulfide sludge,

tetraethyl lead sludge, caustic,
catalyst, monoethnolamine.

ASAP 1984 questionnairie Shell Fertilizer Plant:
{Shell Fert.) Acid sludge, alkaline sludge,
catalyst.
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13. Contacts:
John Lewis Regional Water . Quality Control
Board (213) 620-=4460
Herb Hill U.S.A. Petrochem (B05) 648-3168
Cpt. Dan Spykerman VCFD (805) 484-3601 x71]
VenturaTax Assessor & Recorder
Bill Flynn APCD (805) 654-2801
Deborah Henlon VCEH ATSS 723-2441
14. Incidents:
23 spills and fires, according to Ventura County Fire Department
See list of dates and types in phone memo 1/23/85
Fire and Explosion X Directo Contact
15. Inspections (date, type, by whom, recommendation)
7/26/84 - DHS-TSCD, ASP drive-by
16. Enforcement History {(list date, type of action, requirements,

outcome} .

None found.

l17.a.Initiadl recommendation ofr further action: Active status, low

17.b.EPA recommendation for further action:

priority. Although the plant appears to have run a clean
operation, the underground tanks and the sumps are o0ld and have

51

the potential for leaking. The site is next to the Ventura River.

MO FURTHER ACTION.

18.

Response Terminatioan;_No Purther Action Pending Active

Justification:

CITE 15 REGULATED BY VEAMTURA CounTy
ENVIRON MENTAL HEALTU DEPT

EPA-LX-FORM 890A ) 1/18/83
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