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Dear Ken:

.•..1reC.eived your package of professional works on 12/6/03 and immediately started perusing the
documents. You must remember, I'm not a recognized researcher or expert in your field, just an

.old Ventura River Rat. However, I grew up in Ventura in the 1930s and '405 and bada hell of a .' ..
IO!9fon-the~job training and practical experience catching and observing steelhead and their
progenyJn both Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties.

I started my historical research project in 1994. a year following my retirement from the business
world. The core subject matter of the research is anadromous salmonidsin southern California

· waterways. I ultimately confined my research to Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties, with
touches on San Luis Obispo and l.osAnqeles Counties. There is some additional referencing.
involVing what I determine to be relevant subject matterobtained from numerous sources,
locations. etc. Today, I have completed over 400.manuscript pages for Ventura County and
another 400 for Santa Barbara County. I hope to complete the entire project by the end of 2004.

· The presentations (two volumes. one for Ventura County and one for Santa Barbara County)
are to a great degree compendiums involving quotes, writings. studies, etc. taken from
numerous sources, many of which are/were recognized professionals within their various
disciplines. My own contributions are what I had personally cqtalogued along the way, with a
major portion obtained through the generosity of approximately 80 oral history subjects
(sessions weretape recorded) who had lived in the counties involved. a numbsrot them over
the age of 90, and all of whom in some way had utilized the resource within the timeframe of the
early 19005 to the.1950~;.Someof the information gleaned was what their elders had passed
along to them. Additionally, I developed and used an extensive waterways questionnaire that
describes in a few sentences the geographical location of each waterway. The descrlptlons and
locations weretaken from U.S.G.S.Water Supply Paper 297,1913, and fromU.S.G.S.
topographical maps. I divided the waterways into six geographic regions for Santa Barbara
County and nine geographicregions for Ventura County, referring to them as individual and
numbered habitat areas. I asked each participant to check the appropriate box next to .
waterways where they had taken. observed, or had knowledge of steelhead, salmon. and/or
native resident trout. They all were.very conservative in their assessments.
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And nowto add my anecdotal, empirical type of documentation to what you have so
professionally presented, I would just rollout the following abbreviated findings for your perusal
and evaluation-this to, I hope, help fortify beliefs that historically, even after the arrival of our

. European ancestors inthe nineteenth century, there were in fact salmon frequenting all
waterways. of consequence south of San Francisco. If you find anything of value and
significance in the following that wiil supplement and support your present archeological findings
and efforts, please advise me and we'll do some more thorough documenting. Everything
discussed here is part of my manuscript. ...

We'll take off on thefoilowing lead-in~, and I have also identified additional aquatic lite-forms in
the accountings to add further credibility to the already accepted exceptional historical fecundity
of southern California waterways-supplemented with off-shore documentatlons of journeying
anadromous fish.

'i.... No salmonremains of any kind have been found south of San Francisco."

SANTA BARBARA AND SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTIES

• .Fifteen salmon caught at the mouth of the Santa Ynez River, some over 15 pounds.

(Lompoc Record, January 24, 1891)

• At the turn of the century Coho Salmon may have utilized all coast-accessible rivers
as far south as Santa Maria and thesanta Ynez Rivers. (Greg Bryant; National
Marine Fisheries Service Publication, April 1994)

• Chinook Salmon in LopezCreek, San Luis Obispo County. (Jordan, 1894; Evermann
andClark, Calif. Div. of Fish and Game, 1931)

• "Coho Salmon probably occurred in central coast rivers and streams from the Santa

Ynez River northward." (State of California Resources Agency Bulletin 215,1982)

• (QuinnatlChinook) Salmon were first stocked in the Santa Ynez Riveron July 14,
1914; again, on July 8,19.15. Future documents state only Santa BarbaraCounty
where salmon were stocked for the years 1917,1918,1919,1920, and 1921. One
would assume they were also stocked in the Santa Ynez River. All stocks came from
the Sissoh/Mt. Shasta Fish Hatchery. (State of Califomia Fish and Game'
Commission 24th

, 25th
, 26th, .and 27th Biennial Reports; State of Califorl'1ia Fish and

Game Commission Biennial Reports 1916,1918, 1921, and 1923))

• His father told him a different kind of fish .carns up the Santa Ynez River-s-that was a

salmon. His father was born in the 18005, (Oral history subject, early 19005-19305)
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• Heard his father talk of getting both salmon and steelhead out of the Santa Maria
River. (Oral history subject, 1920s and prior)

• Catching hook-bills, dog salmon (big red sides) caught at Ocean Park (estuary) of

Santa Ynez River. (Oral history subjects, 1920s-1940s)
-- . . .

• His father told him two kinds of fish came into the Santa Ynez River in addition to

steelhead, Dog salmon WaS a term for one. (Oral history subject, 1920s~1950s)

• Gaffed some salmon in the Santa Yriez Rlver, Fish were 12-14 pounds and over30 .
.inches long. Remembers· hooked bills, red on the body, and some black in the mouth
area.Veryhusky and deep. Definitely salmon. There were 10 to 15 in the school and
ina big pool approximately 15 miles upriver from the ocean. (Oral history.subjects,
late November circa 1929-1930) .

• Hooked-jaws and more side color. Males uglier, deeper than females. Santa Ynez
River fish. (Oral history subject, 19305-19405)

• A13-pound, 36-inch long salmon, biggest he knew of out the Santa Ynez River. .
.(Oral history subjects, 19305-19405) ...

• Salmon in Zanja/Santa de Cota Creek (tributary to the Santa Ynez River). Roman
nose, real snout, black and realpinklred flesh, bigtail. (Oral history subject,circa.
1935)

• Santa Ynez River fish that looked different were thought to be salmon. Hookeo-jaw
looked deformed, larger fish, big tails. Those fish were bright silver. (Oral history .
subject,1935-1940s)

• Biggest fish discussed among fishermen coming out of theSanta Ynez River was
40-48 Inches long. Didn't see theflsh-cconversatlon and talk. (Oral history SUbject,
1935-1945)

• Four or five boys 14 to 15 years of a~e ventured over to the Upper Santa Ynez River
durlnq.. the early summer togo swimming. Location was near where Los Prietos Boys
Camp is presently located and .approximately 100-200 yards above the lower 050
Canyon Road crossing. After swimming two or three hours, numbers of rottlnq.dead
salmon started floatingby. Pink looking,12-15 pounds. Deep, large girth, real red,
teeth and big hooked jaws.... (Oral history subject, circa 1937)

• Near Mitchell Ranch on the Santa Ynez River two boys captured a big salrnonld. lt
was a uniformly dark colored fish, very deep in girth, wide, 35 inches long, and
weighed 17 pounds. Lookedsimilarto a male steelhead. (Oral history subject, circa
January 1938) .

• Claimed that he and his brothers caught salmon that weighed 12-13 pounds in the
Santa Ynez River near Lompoc. Remembers big hooked bills and red sides. Recalls
it was the spring of the year: (Oral history subject, circa 1947)....

, ,
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• Silver/Coho Salmon caught off Stearns VVharf in Santa Barbara by William Schenk.

(Santa Barbara News-Press, June 1991)

• "We've caught them (Silvers/Coho) right downoff of East Beach [Santa Barbara] and

in Carpinteria off Rincon Island...." (Per sport fishing party boat operator Mike. . . . . . ..

.Finucan, quoted in Santa Barbara News-Press, June 1991)

'Res~ltsofSteelhead, Salmon, Native/Resident Trout Questionnaires to Date for Santa Barbara
County (Some San Luis Obispo County Draining into the Santa Maria/Cuyama River).

- - : . . . . ,

Tallied the following for the historical presence of salmon (35) in county waterways •
• '.. geographically described in the questionnaires.

, Nine coastal creeks draining off the southlwest slope of the Santa Ynez Mountains'

.. , -. The Santa Ynez River and 18 of its tributaries

,

,

The main Sisquoc River, its south fork, plus two tributaries

The Santa Maria/Cuyama River and one tributary

'Not all of these were recorded during oral history session accotintings.

. VENTU.RA COU.NTY:
, Some young boys wading around in the mouth of the Ventura River with a fish spear

.killed a salmonid and brouqht it home. It wasJdentified as a salmon weighing about
7 pounds. "The fish was not a steelhead... ." (The term steelhead was first used in
Ventura County in 1899, some four years prior.) (Ventura Free-Press, May 1, 1903)

, Said there were King Salmon in the Ventura River per his father, who was born in the
1800s. Claimed they'd come in, not spawn, and go right back out because therewas lots:

.. of water then into and out of the estuary/mouth of the Ventura River. Also, some Dog
Salmon were cau9ht(Oral history subject, early 19005)

'JackSelby, a long-time rancher in Santa Ana Valley advised a close ranching friend
.. they'd cauqhtsteelhead that were over 40 inches long out of Coyote Creek (tributary to

the Ventura River) near the ranch. (Oral history SUbject, early 1900s)
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•

•

The Ventura River system was first stocked with Qulnnat (Chinook) salmon in 1914.
, Subsequently, it was stockedwith salmon in 1915, 1917, 1918, and 1919. All stocks
came from the Sisson/Ml. Shasta Fish Hatchery. (State of California Fish and Game
Commission 24th

, zs". and ze" Biennial Reports, 1916, 1918, and 1921 respectively)

Two young friends captured a 42-inch salmonid in the Ventura River downriver ffonlthe .
Foster Park Bridge and approximately four rnllesfrom the ocean. They thought it was a
giant steelhead (circa 1922). Also, his father, born in the 1800s, used to fish out of a
boat in the.8hell/Cliff Hole approximately three miles upriver from the ocean, and
occasionally caught a salmon (circa 1898). (Oral history subject, 1898-1922) " "

•

•

•
, .

Witnessed family members spear a large salmon trout out of the lower Coyote Creek
(tributary to the Ventura River) near Foster Park, and it was at least three feet long. (Oral
history subject, summer 1922)

Pinksalmo~ taken in the ocean off of Santa Monica, 1927. (In California Division of Fish
"'and Game Publication 1928)

When I asked an old-timer about his knowledge of salmon, the subject responded that
he had knowledge of Chinook Salmon being caught in Malibu Creek. Decker Canyon
carried his family name and Malibu Creek is in close proximity towhere he grew up.
(Oral history subject, 1920s-1940s)

• Anadromous salmonid species with prominent black spots caught in the surf off the
mouth of the Ventura River. Considered it a common salmon. Also heard talk of Dog
Salmon in the Ventura River. Caught one, big, heavy fish out of the surf that had black
spots all over it and was 26-27 inches long. Observed 30-40 of them upriver one mile the
next day. (Oral history subject, early 1930s-t940s)

• Old-tlmers used to catch a few salmon. Didn't know what kind. Not big fish, and mainly in
the estuary/mouth of the Ventura River. (Oral history subject, 1930s-1940s)

• Chinook Salmon in the Ventura River. (Jordan and Gilbert; 1881; Evermann and Clark,
in California Division of Flshand Game publlcation, 1931)

• His father caught a salmon approximately one mile up the Ventura River from the mouth'
of the Old Highway 101 Bridge. It was already darkening up.nnd identified to be a Silver
Salmon/Coho, 5-6 pounds. (Oral history subject, late 1930s-early1 940s) .

• Coho Salmon 9-10 pounds taken off Los Coronados Islands June20, 1937. (Robert D.
Byers, in California Division of Fish and Game Publication, 1942) .: "

• Astat,emen,t that at the last meeting of the Pacific Fishery Biologists it was mentioned
that the Ventura River was the southernmost spawning area for Silver Salmon.' No '
documentedprevlously written-up evidence was produced, but this informatioil carrie
from exchanged correspondence between the various parties. (Written correspondence'

.toand from Leo Shapovalov, Natural History Myseum, StanfordUniversily, May 18,
, 1939.) "
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• , One of our ·Ventura River Rat" friends, Victor "Eskimo"C;;lrmJ;lna, eauqnt a salmon in the
Lumber Mill Hole in the Ventura River in late fall/November. Location-less than two '.
miles from the ocean. Fish wason display (on ice) in front of Shaffer's Sporting Goods
Store, Recalled it being 7 pounds. Eskimo said there was a school of approximately a
dozen in the.pool. He recalls it was a Chinook Salmon. (Oral history subject, early .

, '

1940s)

• Remembers talk ofDog Salmon in the Ventura River and recalls seeing a .couple of
· them-big, wide, heavier fishtl'1an steelhead. Not colorization like steelhead, more color

on them and they were males. Also, one caught in the Santa Clara River. On average,
they were bigger than steelnead, Didn't think they got much bigger than 15 pounds.
Ones observed were sickly; not steelhead, and they called them Dog Salmon. Big teeth.
and pronounced jaws. bright color. The Santa Clara River fish weighed 13-14 pounds.
The sides and gill plates were red in color. (Oralhistory subject, early 1940s)

• .. Experience. with salmon was in the surf at the mouth of the Ventura River. Called them
Dog Salmon. big, ugly, 10-12 pounds and dark gray color. A lot of them were caught
(circa January 1942). Caught Dog Salmon up the Ventura River (1937-1939) near Foster
park, big holes. Big bump on their nose; mouth top and bottom like a parrot beak; 24-25 '
inches long, heavy fish. (Oral history subject)

Observed a huge salmonid in the Cable Hole, approximately two-plus miles 'up the
Ventura River lying among others that were in the 28- to 30-inch range. ltappeared to
have extra large spots on its back, Extra broad head and much bigger than the 8- to 9­
pound fish around it, Almost a third longer. Estimated to be 40-42 inches long. Its head

'was so far from its tail as irlay under the willows that it looked like two fish. Tried to glom
it out, and damn near drowned. Couldn't get a grip on the fish near the caudalfin
because of its size. (Oral history subject. 1946-1947) .. .

, . Pink salmon. taken off La Jolla in southern C.alifornia on September 30, 1945, (Carl
Hubbs, Scripps Institution of Oceanography oftheUniversity of California, in California
Division of Fish and Game Publication, April 1946)

•

•

- ' , .

Green sturgeon t~kenjust north of PI. Vincente, Los Angeles County, on April 27, 1957.
· Another had been faken prior between Huntington Beach and Newport Beach. (Kenneth

S. Norris. in California Division of Fish and Game Publication, October 1957.)

Five green sturgeon taken between Ventura Marina and Channel Island Harbor by my
brother, E. Ben Henke (fifty-plus years as a commercial fisherman, 19505.,1992).

Salmon came up Calleguas Creek (through PI. Mugu Lagoon). (Oral history subject, "
historically and circa 1984) .

e . A 14-pound, 12-ounce8i1ver/Coho Salmon and a9-pound, 4-ounce Silver/Coho Salmon
were caught off Point Lorna, San Diego County. Three others were lost Two years ago

·anotherone was ca~9htper party 1:10at captain Jason Diamond. ($an Diego Union
Tribune, April 16, 1995) .
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The Ventura County Flood Control District, with heavy equipment, cleaning out Revolol1
Slough (exiting Into Oallequas Creek approximately two miles above PI. Mugu Lagoon) .'
of debris, moss, etc., killed a Chinook Salmon weighing approximately 10 pounds->other
salmon were present Picture, documentation, etc. acquired. (September 20, 1999) .....

o . Capture of a large eel in the Santa Clara River. (The Ojal, 1892)

o' A lamprey eel38i~ches long and weighing 2 pounds was caughtinthe Santa Clara
River. (Ventura Free Press, June 30, 1893) . .

.0 Saw eels and suckers in the Ventura River. As a young man,one of lhefirst fish he
.caught was a sucker, along with six trout. Had the sucker mouth on the bottomlike a .'
sturgeon. Lotsof chubs/gila in the Ventura River. (Oral history subject,1912-1913)

.

From "Introduction," p, 5: .

"...This study updated the findings for fish remains for archeological sites on the California coast
and helped to establish the prehistoric presence of salmon and stee/head in coastal streams ...."

!feel extremely confident that thepreceding information will add value to substantiate
.beliefs that historically, and even in more contemporary times, anadromous satmonids
extensively utilized waterways, both big and small, on the south coast of California and
south to the Mexican border. A personal and definitive statement will be made at the
conclusion .of this presentation relative to the historical population densities of this
resource,

Salmonids in California Streams, p. 6:

"...There are no well-authenticated reports of any wild salmon entering fresh water south of .
. . Monterey. ~ay (Swift et al.). Brown at al. (1994) stale that Coho Salmon may range as far south

cisSig Sur River, The San Lorenzo River is the northernmost stream Snyder (1912) surveyed
and the only one in which he identified Coho Salmon: ....

As a non-professional reseercher.I would not question the validity of any of these
.statemants,'all of which were apparently obtained from previous documents. Maybe
there were on-site, hard-science, svldence-basedstudles by Snyder. I can only say that
what! have found overthe past ten years leads me to believe, without question, that
there were wild/indigenous populations of salmon that entered waterways south of San
Francisco, and verv possibly more than one species: Coho and Chinook Salmon. Harold
Franklin's oral history project produced ample evidence of Chinook Salmon running.to
the watershed extremities of the Salinas River system:

"In my interviews, .1 learned that a Iewsalrnon did come up the Nacimiento
River and in the very wet winter of 1941 a measured 42-inch and 48-inch
salmon wer~ shot out of LosTablas Cre~kas well as several salmon 'longer
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than a 32-inch gunnysack' were taken in 1941 in San Francisco Canyon on.:
the headwaters of Jack Creek in the Willow Creek area. A large salmon was
seen in Santa Rita Creek about 1941~1942. I believe these were Chinook
Salmon." (Harold A. Frankliri, retired educator, 1040 S. River Road, Paso.
Robles. CA 93446.805-238-4441. Research .document consisted of 67
pages, completed May 1999.)

Franklin had numerous accountings of steelhead of all sizes. (Coho S<;llmon too?)

Methods and Materials, page 10

"Although we assume that remains of large individuals in a coastal site are likely from the
anadromous form, we know of no wayto osteologically distinguish anadromous (steelhead)
from fresh-water (rainbow trout) forms."

Based upon the large size features of salmonids found in the excavation efforts oflndian
middens, they are, without much question, the anadromous form of Oncorhynchus
mykiss irideus (O.m.i.) and can only attain a size in the ocean, whereas my personal

.experiences have told me that their progeny/resident forms of O.m.L will rarely get over
10-12 inches, and more like 20 cm., as per Robert J. Behnke's Trout andSa/mon of .
North America, p. 75. Obviously, one can't differentiate through DNA analysis, but if .
there were a way to distinguish their level of fecundity from bones, a small resident-size
O.m.L that had maturedwould.wlthout question, be the resident form, We caught8- to
9-inch trout during May in steel head spawning/habitat areas in the watershed extremity .
of Coyote Creek (tributary to the Ventura River). and in the main Ventura River that had

. maturing eggs in them. Also, one of my elderly oral history subjectsadvised ofcatebing
such fish in the, main.Santa Ynez River that had maturing eggs in.them. After spending
their first four to five years ih fresh water, I assume they would become fecund.

"Dlscusslcn"

"Coastal Fishery, San Francisco to San Diego"

,"... No salmonid rernalns have been identified from coastal San Mateo, Ventura. or Orange
Counties, even though Skinner (1962) reportedsteelhsad and Coho Salmon in Pescadero and
San Gregorio Creeks (San Mateo County) and Swift, et al, (1993) consider Santa Clara and
Ventura Rivers (in Ventura County), and San Juan Creek (in Orange County) to be steelhead
streams. In other investigations in these counties, neither Follett (196S, 1965, 1966a, 1976) nor. .
Fitch (1967,1969) found any salrnonlds,". .

Even though no archeological remains of large adult salmonids have been located and
identified except as noted (until you uncovered the very recent Carmel River expedition
discovery of the historical presence of native/jndigenous Coho Salmon [Oncorhynchus

·kisutch]), other types of evidence that have been subsequently developed through the
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findings of historical written documentation, oral history session~and questionnai~el;; .
administered teiold-timers indicate that the historical population densities of anadrornous
salmonidson the south coast of California. and all the waydoWh to the Mexican border;
were much more extensivethanoriginally thought. Again. results of questionnaires
administered, oral history sessions mY,own p,ersonal experiences, and contributions
from other sources have led me to such a firm belief and conclusion.

'. . . ... ii '" . . '. . . . . . .

NUMBER OF NAMED WATERWAYS (MAINCOURSE,TRIBUTARIES, FORKS)

. THAT HAVEBEENIDENTIFiEOTOI)ATEAS HAVING HISTORICALLY

PROVIDED .HABITAT 'FORANADROMOUS.SALI\IIONIDS

PER THE FOLLOWING ACCUMULATED RESEARCH RESULTS

.Ventura County

(Includes some waterway courses located in Los Angeles County that are
part of the Malibu Creek system, and a small number located in Los
Angeles County that drain into the Santa Clara River) .

I 178 .......
Waterways

SantaBarbara County

(Includes waterway courses ";"ithin a small segment of San Luis Obispo
County that drains into the Santa Maria/Cuyama River)

·329 .......
WaterWays . .

I
····S07 .......·
Waterways
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A tabulation of the anatomical/physical descriptions, as well as the direct term salmon.
provided by old-timers of large salmonids that they had caught, observed, or heard '.:'
discussed thatdifferentiated between a typical looking steethead and another anadremous
salmonid, and the numbers of times different subjects used the Same terms to describe .:.
what they had observed, and how they differentiated between the two species:

. Santa Barbara County

• Salmoil:5
• Salmon, larger fish: 1, '...
• Salmon 13Ibs., 36 inches long: 1
• Salmonld t? pounds, 35 inches long: 1
• Salmon 12-13 pounds: t . ,

'.• Salmon 12-14 pounds, over 30 inches long: 1
• Salmon(!3ome black in mouth area): 1

.• Dog Salmon: 2
.• Salmon (rotting/dead): 1
.• Hooked jaw,looked deformed; 1
• Bighooked Jaws:~

• Hook-bills: 3
•Real snout: 1

'.• Males uglier: 1
• Teeth: 1 .

. Ventura County:

; Salmon: 4 '.'
.• Salmon (common): 1

• Chinook/King salmon: 2 .
.• Dog salmon: 5
• Dog salmon 10-12 pounds: 1
• Dog salmon 24-25 inches long: 1 .
'. Silver/Cohoo.Salmon 5e6 pounds: 1
• Large salmonidsover40 inches 16ng:2".
• Big, ugly: 1
• Big bump on nose: 1
• Mouth top and bottom like parrot beak: 1
• Pronounced [aws: 1
'Big teeth: 1

• Deeperthan females: 1.
. .' Wide: 1

• Deep, large girth: 2
• Very husky and deep: 1
• Big red sides: 3 '.

. , • More side color: 1
· • Real red: 1

• Pink looking, 12~15 pounds: 1
• Uniformlydark colored: 1

· • Black:.1
• BrightSilver:1
• Big tails: 2
• Real pink/red flesh: 1
• Biggest salmonid heardof": 40-48 inches: t

• Extra broad head: 1
• Wide: 1
• Big, heavY flsh; 3
• Dark gray color (out of surf): 1
• Bigger than average steelhead: 1
• Not much bigger than 15 pounds: 1 .

. • Bright cotor.. 1
• More color: 1
'~ides andgill-plates red in color, 13-14 pounds: 1
• Darkening up: 1

· .• Extra large spots on back: 1"
• Prominent black spots, 20-27 inches long: 1
• Sickly: 1. .
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Discussion

It was at the conclusion of the nineteenth century (1899) that the term steelhead was first used.
Prior to that, a two-word term was used to describe all: Salmon Trout. Even today.avery large.
segment of fishing enthusiasts cannot dlstlnqulsh between a Chinook Salmon, a Coho Salmon,
and a steelhead ofthe same size and sex corninq directly outofthe ocean. The one ..' .

. . distinguishing and obvious feature would be the great sizelweight attained by tile Chinook.
. .

When you review the one- to three-word descriptions that the old-timers used to describ~what
they thought was a salmon, the most defining features described more directly relate to the.
Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch), especlallylflt had been in fresh water forany period of

. time. There was no documentation/referencing of salmon ids over 15 pounds-sonly reference to
the length of fish, which could have beenany one of these three species. Perhaps historically -:
(pre-history to early 1900s) there was a genetically unique Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscna) that had adapted to southern California waterways-adapting to Mediterranean/
semi-arid climatic conditions,and through such adaptation did not attain the size of its northern ..
cousins.

.As for other unique descriptions, ~UCh as "black spots" all over a Ventura River fish, an·
interesting possibility exists that this species could have been a descendant of the Lahontan.
Cutthroat Trout (Salmo mykiss) stocked in the.Matilija RiverNentura River in 1887,and in other
county streams in 1894, These fis.h came from the Lake Tahoe hatchery (Ventura Free Press,
October 6, 1887 and October 10, 1887; State of California State Board of Fish Commissioners,

.. 13lh13ienniarReport, 1894), and then were introduced into the SantaClara River system in
Ventura County in 1895 with fry coming from the Sisson/Mt. Shasta state fish hatchery (State of
California State Board ofFish Commissioners,14th Biennial Report, 1896).

"Ojai man shoots Lake Tahoe trout 290/. inches long and weighed ay- pounds." (No doubt a kelt,
and approximately5Yz years since the Salmo mykiss were introduced into the Ventura River
system.) (Ventura Free-Press, April23, 1893)

The Pyramid Lake Lahontan Cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki henshawi), thinking in
geological terms oftime, had evolved with a penchant and propensity foranandromy-. So is ..
there a possibility that this species could emigrate and adjust to ocean conditions, returning to

.. the Ventura River system as adults? "A distinctive biological trait of Lahontan Cutthroat trout is
their tolerance for high levels of alkalinity" (Dr. Robert J Behnke, Trout and Salmon or North .
America, p. 212), Another one for Dr. Behnke and the experts. The previous stated findings
have led me to believe that such apossiblllty exists.

With all the various rainbow trout they started dumping into Ventura County waterways
beginning in 1896, no doubt McCloud River Rainbows and Upper Klamath River Redbands

...became part of this group. Now again, we bring in Dr. Behnke and his RedbandSteelhead Trout
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.. ". ..(Oncorhynchus rnykiss gal"rdneri)ihpp.' 82-83'Til ':rrouiand saJmon:6fiJorth":A~iJri~~~fh~~e<'
colored-up.spawnlngmaleswlth lotsof spots, fitwell withinthe bld-tim~rs"·d~scrfpti~ns'.) .":,, " .:

", " "'.:'

", 'Th'e'only:~OCLJmentationoh$ihierl.¢oho ,S~'lm:o~ (Oncorhynchus 'kiSLJtch) being st6ck'~din ..•...
..~.... :southerrt;Califomiawaterways from the' late 18005"thr~Lig~ 1950~s'::contri6u'ted: byth~ForesF ..

" .•.HomeFlsh HatP1~ry:19.3,6.Jn Los Angel~;s ··9'QU,ntYf 1937.San Bsmardlno and, Los'Angel~ ,
, Counties. 1~38in$~nI3ernardjno~and, S~n Diego, CO~hJi~~;_ (~.tate·ofCalifornia Department.ot. ..

. .' , ."Natural Resourcee;'olvfs'ion ofFish' and:Game, 35th Biennial Report, 1938y -. .. ".' . ,,_ ..
.. . ..,' .:... "".' . "'.". ' .. '

, "I',beH~ve..,tl1e'preceding,d~cul11entation indicates that. indigenous .Coho/Sllver Sa,lnlon' .. ""'~~":; .,
'(Oncorhyrrchuskleutch)wer~ more: likely hist6dc;;JUypresent than notln viable southern. - " '.. "

.. , "California'watetwaysfrorrllhe,Sa'nta r0~~ia/Cuyama Rlversystemsouth throughS~n dieg.o,.'; ""
. '.. C()unty;Wh~~:we seetodayareonly remnants of once viablEfwaterway sysfe'fl1s'a'l1cfwe 'can,:'"

',' .only speeulateestothelr ·act'uaJ..origlnaf··charjicter and' historical.viability.' Water·dlverslons ':ary'dO'-' ,,'~'

'uncontroiledgrQundwater e,qta~~ion~.st~.rte~t~e,atly~· and by. ,1 $!52'allsouthern California'····· • ' .. :.
waterVIays'of any consequence had been.cornpletely 'subdued. And what did they;Jook like' '" :'; ,,'

'" originally? The followlnqrnakes 'somestronq'steternents 'ill'th"isregard: c.·., •. ': "', """ ,,' ,
. . .,........": ..

• '. '. j , , .)" ~ .~.
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,\ .. ~: , .' ...

'. ",'"

,,,,,,',., "IIQr(JOly,14,,17;6.!30'o.n ,Gaspar' d~ Porto.l~:,Jeft San Diego toext~rjd\~hl~i:~'"
explorci'tionsnbrthward to 'the long courtcf Monterey, Pri,thistr~J<.he.c~.~·p,~q. 9!"l:.

.' '.' ''C'" "the 'banks:of the S~nta Clara 'RIver near Castalc, Pi'nJ Creek:, Sespe Creek;'and,
'" , , -- : '''the Ventura River-during the-months .of:J'uI)i and August~"'andre:poi1~d."

'~cro,ssil'1g.streams ofconslderableslze.near each camp.n"(Henke,er:nIJ~l=l?is~:,~,,' .. ,
From': Vernon ·M. Freeman, 'Peoj:Jle~Land~,Water,. Santa' Clara Vaijey'andQ.~1J~rcJ.,.,.".,:,:.".,:,:;

,",p'laff1~ Veniu;a~CEjjjfornja;p; '1'38:,' quotin'g.'Or.Robert>G. Cleland, The' PlatjfJ·."::'::~':"·' .
"'CailedSespe}:,,< ' .'''., '." ' . . . ' .

.. , ... .

:IJFr~ .JIJ~DGresp'i.,,·,9cG9mp'anieq Don portola.ooth.e trek.pndhis.'diiafY recordsin.
. some-detallthe eros'sing of the VenturciRiver'on'August '15, 1769.'Attwoin
the'afternocirfwe set ,outtaklng.the.r'oa~'toward -thEfwest"ahjng the,:" . .

.···:seashor~~ On~eaying, ~~: crossed the r,iv~r, W·hi~h:caused some hardship
on accourrtofthe.rocks and the large q....ntitiesofwater.near them.'.~ .•. ..'

.'. (V~inon .M~Fre~ma·n, People~La~d-'W8ter,: Santablars'Valley .and Oxnard Plain,' '.
'. vemurs, California', p. 138,:q'LJoting 'from Fr. Zepherin·E:ngJehardfSan·,···" .... .' ..

... ", ..,. . .' " ) .) . '.' ~" .'

···:Buenaventura· Mission, 1930Y '" ".

."~ .;. , . ': ., ~ J: '.~.::;. .

The: heart of all' California', waterways, big and. small, has'been inflicted with a most pernicious .
form 'bfembolis~the.d~struc1:iorl of tnvaluableln-strearn valiJes and other':,tl1rough,the' "

...,.builditjg ,of darnsrdlverslons-and.throuqh-uncentrolled groundwater extracnons. "
.' . . .,: .... ' '
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