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Hflnry Sparks was horn tn Boone County Mtssourr. January 26 H3 71 
nncJ rnnverl to Vt>ntura County n • 874. He eventually acqurrctl n 
l1ouse :a few l)IOCks trom tl1e Ver1tura Rrver wnere he liven untrl llts 
death on Decf:'tnber 13 1972 at the age ct 1 0 1 

Durrng t1ls tong resrdence t1e was ::> stabteboy. varmint trnppar, 
wagoneer, tlrld a ranch forema'1. From 1924 ro 1936 Spark~ wr ole a 
re(J ular column lor ttra Ventura Star cnronteling loca l politics . 

An rnveterate record keeper. Soa·ks mamra nea a darty drary nil ot 
his auult llfa, and complrec detar ea wea·ner records whrch were 
used by agnculturallsts and gover,memal agencres. 

Sparks was also an av1o '1snerma1 who soent over fifty years trout 
•stung on the Ventura R1ver He r.o:es .., a sms 1 red diary 1ha1 " rn 

the tall of '91 I purchased a new Pc: ana I have i<ept a Record of 
Trout caught w1th t t>y years" h a 23 ysar osr.od fron 1892 to 1914 
Sparks recorded catchmg over 10 000 Ire,_; fron :ne lower SIX mrles 
of . the Ventura R1ver An ear y Ca'lse-va<icnist. Sparks returned 
many of these fish to matu•e and soawn as adu t S:ee head In his 
dtary entry for 19 1 0 a year he recc•aec catcning 1 521 1rout. Sparks 
wrote " ... have taken oat!" never tc t..Se 2nything but flies". 

Sparks' split bamboo ilyrod a11o reo diary along w1th other 
memorabilia from his irsh111g days on :1e Ventura Rrver, are 
displayed in the accompanytng cases. 


