'VENTURA COUNTY

{los Angeles Cimes

il

ON THE INTERNET! WWW.LATIMES.COM

CIRCULATION: 1,098,347 DAILY / 1.385.787 SUNDAY

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 1999.
COPYRIGHT 1999/ THE TIMES MIRROR COMPANY /VC/0C/ 106 PAGES

Task Force
to Examine-
Dam Removal

By CATHERINE SAILLANT
T(MES STAFF WRITER

Saylng jt would bring wide,
sandy beaches to much of Ven-
tura County and would protect
threatened fish, dozens of, envi-
ronmentallsts, sclentists and offi-
clals from federal, state and local
agencies mel Monday Lo hash out
am&mposal to dismante Matilija

After hearing from a panel of
experts, lhe 80 participants
agreed Lo name & task ferce o
answer several crilical questons.
Chiel among Lhem {3: Who would
pay for such a messive and custly
project? .

While oarly estimates have
been as high as $82 million, the
true cost Js not known and would
depend on the process chosen-to
bring the dam down, panel mem-
bersgald, . e

Whal s2ems sure al this point,
sald Supervisor John K. Flynn
and other panel members, Is that
the dam will not be lorn down
unless Ventura County is able to

. Please see MATILIJA, B3

and environmental terms.

cost from §75 million to $150

 MATILIJA:

Support for
Dam Removal
Is Growing

Contlnued from B
Lap heavily Into state and federal
dollars.

Even If money is found, it would )

take 10 Lo 15 years to conduct the
reguired studies and Lo obtain the
necessary permits before a single

chunk of concrete is removed,’

panclists sald.

“Removing a dam s at least ag
complicated and probebly more
expensive than bullding one," sald
Flynn, who organlzed the talk at
the County Government Center In
Ventura.

The three-bour dlscusslon was
called to share {nformation on the
dam’s history and problemas associ-
ated wilh IL Round-tabl¢ membera
also {dentifled {ssues that must be
tackled before any work -could
begin, such as commissioning engi-
neering and environmental studiea.

Partlcipants agreed that the dam
should be retlred because It has
outlllvad (ts uvsefulness. Matlllja
Dam was built in 1348 (o prevent
floods and to store water for farm-
erg and resldents In the Ofal Valley.

Today It {8 nearly filled to Lhe

brim with mud and bolds Jusl 500 -

acre-feet of waler.

“It can be stated categorically
thal it serves no flood-conlirol
purpose,” sald Art Goulet, dlreclor
of the Public Works Agency. "We
would like to gee this (dlsmantling
project] progress.”

Environmentalists are con-
cerifed because the concrete wall
acts as a 146-foot-tall barrler to

A

a cd southern steelhead

troul trying to reach 20 mlles ‘of

prime gpawning stream tn Mallllja

Creek.
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Estimates for gismantling Matlilja Oam, which many considar obsolete, have been as high as $82 million.

The silvery oceangoing (rout
used (o migrate up the Ventura
River by the thousands, But after
the dam was buill, their population
declined 8o much thal the powerful
swimmer hag not been spotted In
the Ventura, River far yearg, sald
Saro Chubb, a U.S. Forest Servlces
biologiat.

-If the dem were dlsmanlied, Lhe *
populatlon probably would re-
bound to aboutl 2,000 adult sleel-
head, Chubb Lold Monday's group,
Removal would also allow sandy
sediments to flow down the Von-
tura River and inlo the ocean, sald
Jerry Nowak, executlve director of
a beach erosion awareness group.

Beaches from Venlura to Polnt.

- Mugu probably would widen by 30 ,
feet, a process that would ‘take
several years, Nowak sald. Free-
flowing sediment would also ollmi-

" nate eroslon on the bike path at

Surfars Point Ln Venlura, a conten-
tlous Issue that the clty has been
working to solve far years.

John Gray, an enginecring con-
sultant, outlined methoda for re-
moving the dam. The easy part is
taking down the concrele wall,
Gray said. It becomes much
trickier when declding how Lo
dispose of the approximaiely 6
milllon cuble yards of sediment
Lrapped behind.

Opuons include cutling a chan-
nel through Lhe depasita and stabi-
lizing (he muck, allowing natural
erogjon to slowly wash the sedi-

ment downstream, or removing the -

sediment by dredging or trucking
Itaway.

-Gray warned that any sctlon
must be considered carefully be-
couge af the potentinl Impact on
downsiream property owners, [f

" gediment flows Loo heavlly, it could

reshape the river's channel and
cause flooding lo the downsircam
communilies of Casilas Springs and
Llve Oak Acres, Gray said.

v Formation of the lask force
demonstrates growing support for
the dam's rergoval. A majorily of
the Venlura Caunty Board of Su-
pervisors and the Nalonal Marine
Fisheries Services already have
expressed interest In the plan:

US. Rep. Ellon Galiegly (R-
Siml Valley) has asked federol
engineers to begin a study on how
to remove the dam. Brian Miller,
Qallegly’s chief of siaff, sald the
$100,000 study (s awailing funding
approval by Congress.

Today, Supervisors Kathy Lang
and Susan Lacey are expected o
ask tholr colleaguea to appoint
them to.a board subcomumltiee that
would monitor the dam removal
project.

complexity of the issues and the

Dusiried.



