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In flX'rar rthe entura
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men. including Johnen: two
mern bersand Sk, Thorpe,

lh ere were lxoriginal Slati [ al ng the
l ' i Railroad artingar th n.Jh rr zpot at
theend [Fa." reer.t Iarili 'l(Gr.mt"sStan n
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Alan Rains. whoseg:ranc:.J,nherHickey
cametoQPi(then:-\onlhc{f ml91.~ remcm­

bcrs wavingat thecondoct.xo:fthe Irogln
trainsgoingthrough Dp.i asa regular part of
his lifeasa youngboyin the 194t.1s.

"l remembertaking probably J penny
because in thosedaysyoucouldbuysome­
thing with a penny.I remember putnng iton
the railroadtrack(behindLibbeyPark jsoir

would run overit Ikept that P-nny for years
and years"

The end of the Venturaand qpi linewas
linallycomplercdat noonon Feb. 24.1SSB.
Itstartedrainingat Iprn aod the crcv had
toquickly moveto Mirror Lakdl\tir.l Monte
near Woodland Avcnuej romake ditchesand
trenchestodrain and cany the wateraway
from the uack.Gaynck D.)

The rimingof the rainafrerthe lastspike
wasdrtvcn perhapsforetold the futureofthe
line,whererainsrormsand repeated floods
playedan Integral roleinwhy the railroad
was initiallybuilt.but alsowhy it was ulti­
matdycbandoncdasweil.

TheNorrlhoff deporconstructionbegan
two wcckslater.lt was to be16x4D feet and• 14feet rothecetlmgund usedasa combina-
tionfreight and JXlSSCnger structurenude of
redwood. Freight induded omnges, wines,
hay.and olivesfrom Nordhotfstation aha
stationsalsoshippedwood. alongwith rock
from the brownstonequarry- The trainalso
carriedfrom betweenfiveand 2l)passengers
regularly.

Tbcdepx stood. at theendofFoxStreet
wheretheDp.i Valley AthleticClub parking
lotis today.Thesamegianteucalyptustree,
whichshadedtheeasternend of thcdcpor.
stillstands sentrywhilccarscirclc itsbase

Opi historianand writer. DavidMason. was
bornon FoxStreet[our hoUSt.'S awayfrom
theOpi Dep:lLandremembersthe train being
pm of the oockgrmmd fabricof the townand
oL'C'<lSionaHy playingtmderthe tmin trl'Stk
wherethe lineCTosst.'C! the river. I\tason R"C".l11s
how mh heand hismothergrmluatl'C! from
SanAntonioSchool on C.amc Rood

"There weret\\,okid<; in herclass. There
werefiw inmine_Oned them(\-'reida Lee
Mock)wanan Ac.ldemy Awarda few years
ago. [kecptellingewrybcdy that 20 JXTCCnt
ofmy cLt~s wonAcademy awards."

The trJin turntableswerebuilt in the Op>ll

s(Xlcc in front of thedeIXJl and though they
fellimodisreroiraftcr the JllS.--;enger SCI'\ ' ice
endedin the 193,:~, se"eral kx:alsstill remem­
berthem

Railroad arri"o't,.,. - Thedl'l'am is finall y

a rc al it y
The Ventura Band met. tbe l IN train at the

MaulijaJunction(FoxSceecco March 12
1&;8. Thefirst loadoffrergluhadarrivedthe
previousday.

Jubilation wasinMdayl'.'ila dLly II IHlstht'

!nn/day of the Velllura (l lId QPi \taUt') Rail­
road.unJ t'\'c ryhodyf romfurand 'lea" tu mcd
0111 III wckcme the first tra in u.' it thllndered
rhrollgh rhe villlcy Wid pamed hfa\'ily lip rhe
'ilupgm<1cs. Clouds ofb/arksmoke staineJ the
dl'uruir.arrd I/lt' nXlfofirollgrilldingaguillS!.
inm as rhl' whl'l'Ls sauped (/cqlwinw1Jce \-lidl
the IlI'W tradl "mudd strangely 0111 of pluec
tn rhe quid gmveofO.l~S ... this urw railroad
meensdosc rronncnon withlhl'o14lsidc ""odd;
aneasier IIW dlClfiH' theahu11J,ml (rops Off'llit,

alld thedevelopmcnt ofthe mllst IX(lUlifUI \'(11­
It')'InSomhemCa/ifi.1rnia intO'1 rnpular re."m
for seekers of hmhh ,md plecsurc." (Excerpt
from IJ.:-';:' Angeles Times, rfp rilltedinThe Cljli.
March 19.1898)

The1898 Venturaand Ojli ValleyRail
ReadTimeTableinitially «Icrcd twodaily
tnps and later reducedit IOOo<:e dailyand
then by1910, it fell roSundaysonlvThe regu­
larfare was60cents. Roundtrip farewasSl
The Excursion rare(Sundays)was75cent5-

Alongwith the newrailroadcomingin
1893. therewas talkor theSunsetTelephone
and Telegraph Company beginningan exten­
sionof a longdistancesystemtoMr.Thacher's
School in Nordhoff.

Nordhctf and thenOjti citizenshad many
namesfor its life-line locomotive. "TheCan­
nonballv'The Hurmnmgbird.t 'The Opi Buz­
zard,"and "'1 he Ojai lark~ amongothers

C'lTl Creenfield, %. (pi localsince1948,
said. "\\.e uo;;ed tocalilhe train' the '()ii flyer:
You couldhear the whistleocca<;ionally at
(hecrossings." Carlrecalled a timewhen he
and his\\.ife watcheda playat the An Center
when suddenlya train wentpastoutsideand
theenginecrrmred thewhistlea coupleor
timl5.

"First lhl"at:tllrs' on stageweresilent
and then ont."of them madesomesortor a
quip that 'thismll'>l becprandeverylxxly
laughed Thetracks ran right therein back0f
theAn C.emer.The noise wasamazing"

Theo!d'Cp.i l.ark·locomOfive had a bmn::e
bellwhich lheengineer wouldringat the
variouscro,;smgs.srationsand pmbably
at strayanimals who wanderedacrossthe
u:acks. Patricia Cbrk lJCl(:~rnerexpLainffi that
sometimein the 1940s.thi-<; bell fell off rhe
qpi train into,l field in theriver bottomalong
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theOakViewsrerch ol the routenear the
Peirano Family ranch(Rancho v elcnada).

r.esrer Peirano.rancherandbrother to Nick
Perrano.who was mamed10Patricia's Aunt
Ruby, happcncd up.lnthe belloneday outon
the range.tlcassumedthat nobodywanted it
backbecausenooncevcr camelookingfor it
ThePctrano familyhung it upand rang it at
mealtimes to alert lilt' ranch hands[or dmner.

ThePeiranobell' solidbronze(approx. L8
incheshighby 2Icet at itsbasclard weigh­
ingmorethan 1SOp:'urnls. was recently
purchasedbyClark Doerner when hercousin,
Tony Pctrano, passed away.Tarnishedgreen
from it"longjoumcythroughtimeand
harkingfrom Darby,Montana. the helltakes
a briefrespite in Deemer's garage at Rancho
Cielo. highaboveCreekRoad. the roodher
grandfather built IIhascomehorneto Ojai
and may yetone day hang Iorscrvlce [lear one
of the IormerOai stationstocouunemoratc
thehistoryof the railroad.

Onfortunatcly.rheOpt Depor nearDavid
Mason's birthplacewastom down in the
early197Os once thefreightrailserviceended.
TheturntableswhichTony Thachersaid
lookedlikea water tank sunk into theground.
becamedilapidatedsoonafter the IX1s.-"enger
sen-ice ended in the 19Th

Chrisljanch another longtimeOpi local
saidthat when hewasa kidin the l()')(ls, "I
usedtogo down on my bikeand looka! the
tum table. i rememberseeingtheshorttrains
with maybeJtoccarsand acaboose.lrwas all
op-'nback then and youcould walkaround it
and climbon thecaboose. It wasgreat."

Troubl e with Floods
Without any sortof Flood controlin place,

the trip couldbetreacherous{Xmicularly
throughthe Foster Parkand CasitasSprings
area which wascalled"Sl:ony flat.s: and then
l.aCross. The VenturaRiver and SanAntonio
Creekconvergeat thispointand with signifi­
cant minstonos the warerwouldoverllow
the riverbankscausingall kindsofhaVOc.

Oncethe railrood was built p..1rtionsof the
trackcontinuallywashedout instormsaT
leastIltimesoctween 19JI and 1952alone.

The1914flews weretheworst in 30years
withanS-inch rainfallrecorded.Ninelengths
of track weregoneneMVemura Riverand
another fivelengthsat Ll Crosse wherethl'
smalldeiU distppe-,m.·lJ It took 250men
torer:oirtr.lckover8d.tys.They hada bed
barbeque aT Nordhoff stationtocelehratethe
workers- Thacher xhool boyssem",!the
mealdressl"dasvaqueros.()n reb.17.aweek
alter the barbl"'cuc.another bigstonn came
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the train in /enrura and dismbut
lunchesand acase of Oj.1i ranc urtesy
or the .pi a nge As iarion Pepsquad
rode with train to Qiai poin tiu ut interest­
ingsightsalong the way. In uk View the
Lions Club willdim b aboard anti distribute
app l - from Rancho Art14lZ.- It was written

LOber 1968ISSue rTlll~" lie
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of t lin, I

he Ventura
departed J \n elc with ' II as itsd i­
nauon, They pi kedupaseconden inc in
Veruura in order to beab le roger back down
rrom the vall 'y I ausc the Ojairum rabl
were t i dil.ipidated by then.

'1he followingyear.Stan ollowed the
excursion bycar III rake phorosl Ie rook the
pharosof rh train goingupa nd thendown
Devils Gulch trom l lighway 33 in lay I
195-. the I. I rime. Steam enginepassenger
train went up th !pi line.The \ a ter lank
whi h IYl c rh . j epot vas ' bed-
uled I m hn hortl alter thi final
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B he 1 th enrura QFai Railroad
.martI"' r. n freieht and served th
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