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Ventura River stesihesders (left to right] Don Rowe, Joo Hooker and Victer Pelreno with winlor stealbaad

Lol Ty

takan e Tico Crassing (Hwy, 1601 in 1820, At that time the Venturs of fassd sxcallant fivhing.

Recapturing a steelbead stream:

The Ventura River

By MARK CAPELLI

EDITOR'S NOTF: Recently | beard that there wis un effort underway o re-astablidh runs
of steelhesd i (he Yentura River, only 40 miles north of LosAngeles, | contactad Mark
Capelll, 2 member of the Ventura County Fich and Game Commiston, and wsked bim 10
wiite the following steey, The story s remarkable, for it documents the steady envizonmental
decline of a once healihy steclhesd stroum and what by now being done o bring it back,

1 have just learned that & group " Friends of the Yenturs River™ has been fommed to work
tovward thet poal Funds ars nesded for printing, telephone cally, etc. I aftey reading the
following article you would like 10 donate 10 this worthy casse write: T Erends of the Yen
{wrn, 63 South (Mive S1., San Bueneventuru, Cy, 95001

CALIHJitNM STEFLIIEAD FISHERMEN
nowmally associsle wo i un iainhows with the
greal river sysems of the nogth coost, Few
would consider angling Cor steclhend o wa-
ters south of San Lais Crock, Sen Lus
Obispo Uounly. Yer aeelhesd once ranged
fir down the coasl and pravided southern
Califoenia angless with winlep steelhesding
well imto the present century.

Threc rivers in particalar affered oxock-
Izt steatheading i vouthern California:
the Sania ¥Ynez in Sunle Barbas County,
and the Sunts Clars and Ventome i Ventues
County. There were numerpus smaller
sLienmy running as far down as the Mexian
bopde; which ensbled Lol pnplers 10 excape
from the crowd, but these three mvess poor
vided thi musl consisient sogthland steel-
heading.

Today, dams, divessions, Mond control
projects and pollution gvacraled by southern
Caullfornm’s burger ning population heve dec
pwited steclhead populatiens in most of
Uiz srredma A reoon| survey by the
Califoin Department of Fasde and Game
sugpesth thit the Ventura River, aboul eagily
miles nierih of Los Angeles, is probably the
southernmost stream in California which
still supports a sleetiwed tuin, though the
nutnbs of Gsh presently g dting up the

Yemura River hardly constitutes a viable
stecthead Mehery, This drustion could clunpe,
however, if corrent efforta to rehabilitate (e
Venrum AR e 1'.'..'.'{!"lr'll|.

The Ventura Rhver is typlaal of the mumy
shiarl-run cosstal streams of Califarnia Be-
Phang in the ranyverye mned, (8 head-
watets flow for about sigteen miles duoegh
stedp, magzed chaparral country before turn
ing into & tuoad, Mar valley 2nd running
enoiher sisteen mudes Lo the Pecific Ocean
Like nearly all Californis coastal slreams the
Ventum River for=e 2 brackish lagoon al
its mowth which s subfect 1o tidal scdon
when ot diosed by o sandbar during the
rnmer months

There am four main mributares - the
Matilifa, San Antonlo, Covore and Sunts Ans
Crecks  which add another sxty mlles o
e rver svplem and omoe secved as the
river's poie steslhead spawning and nursery
grounds Rainfall in the basin sversges [rom
[iltaen inchas at the river's mouath 1o thirly-
five inches wt the heud walters, Characteriale-
ally, fMiows are subjoct to exlreme loxuations,
the river often running a city-block wale
during the winter while sactions frequenitly

po dry ot eetatn Bl lo surface Mow during thc
kate summer monthy,

Referencas to the Yemtura Biver stiatioh
pack 10 Hin narly seventeenth contury jour
rtal eoibriew of the Spanish Explorer; Sebay
tlan Viecamo, wlie wus figsl invitad to come
athore near the presenl sito ol (he city of
San Buenaventurs by an old man giving
“mgers thar wa must go o his land, whepe
they would plve us moch food and water,
far there was o tver.” The invitation proved
futul, Mast for the uminspecting natives, snd
eventually fur the stealliond fishery.

When the Spanish (mully Tounded Mis
som San Muenavéntura near the mouth of
the viver In 1 TR, the fret major diversion
of ils waler vid an aquadact was begun. Lales
with the tomung of the Amerlaans, the ex-
Midgion lands bevame (he ddte of 4 small
firming setiement, With Lhe disoovary of
ofl in 1916, the sectlement was soun lwng-
fogad o g small elty, In the wake of
thewe developiments came the naw famillor
spillover elfocty o wibaniation: incraased
diversions, dams, flood conliul projects and
pullutian

it

Histarical recards indicate thal (he
Venlury Hiver provided s reliable food
source for the native Chumash Tndians and
early settlers, and laver, regulor sport for
troug and sreethead anglers, Travelling
throwgh southern California in 1911, Jumes
Smezton Chase reported 8 “fine itream
flowz into the ocean sl Ue west end of the
city, and fram May 1o Octobar the hieak-
fusl tahles of Ventura need never go troul-
Ie3a™ Iwenly-sevan years latér, Donakld H.
Fry writing in thg Avril tssue of California
Fizh and Game noted that the Ventuora
Fuwver wis nne of the few streams it sonsth-
orn Culifucmia hoving trout down (o Lhe
agean, Pechiaps the most vivid recolluclion of
the steclheading af furdwil by the river was
recnrded in 4 letter to Juinas Roads writien
by FEdzar Tlenke, o nutive of San Buena-
ventuia and currently Co-Chuirman of the
Cabloemn Committes of Two Million,

“The Yentur River,” Henke recallod,
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Edgar Henke with spant stealbasd takan sy
nval hndrad Yards above Fostor Pork bridge
i 1946

“had great runs of migmting steclbend start-
Ing anytima after the rains began tn the fall
W had fly fishing ull summez long for the
sl grill, nesd in the late fall, I the river
haad rofained encugh water from the winter
before, & Il run of what we reflered o 23
‘Roe Chasers,” A colloqguisiism for us, bot
elered Lo in e noptheen part of the <t
21 "Hall Founders” Thew fsl: ran o aghizen
inches | can will remembe: my brother, Scn,
and friends and myswell lymg cn the Highway
101 besdge over Lhe Ventura Biver, 2 rock’s
throw [rom town, and dangltep = oimon =
into a schoaol of dwem . ..

=Approximately five miles inland from
the mouth et a famoss hstorncal cognty
bndmark callcd Fosior Park, and thic was the
Hmits and boundary of winter eelfealme
As kiddy we Tiahed the eadwsien of the -
butsrey durng the semmer Uroo! season and
crught 1 pood number of hind-locked sieel
head up to thity inches in length. The walls
were Quile u few muley end Lhe upper Toachos
had buge holcs cut out in solid rodk. some
fifieen feet decp . . . Puring the winter
rheie wepe oocaons when my hoother end
| and (ncnds sood below the [=lly 5t the
upper reaches of thee streams apnd hand-
pitched steelhead cves the top &0 many miley
of feriile streambed could be propegeicd
mafiogally , .,

“Steclheading was an event both winter
and summer which brought all of the Lol
Town's people fopether , ., sony and dadg
alike, Unfartunately, their ofl-spring and
grandehiidyen will only know of it through
this 1vpe of poor prose and the fire-cide

stories told. Tt's all part &f the adventurous
past, and & very poody wriiten part of our
hiztey.™

Low water, sometimes the ol bxwck of
i in the lower reaches of vreanm like the
Ventura River faatered 3 foom of steelesd
fithing in southeyn Califormm winch has
reoangly oUpe
rotthern witere suri-lishing a1 the river’s
mouth. Claude M, Kreider experimantad
with the rechnigue and ieoum i
pressesns in s unall ook o
bend,” poblahed &= 1948 f=
meihed,” Kreider eaplined ™ b on gilroesd
e gamd 2 pract ol |
the Little 1rvros briure

e become o

iny nI!.;.'.L'T:-'_‘.’I
thx tids] bary are

OpeEs . . . You wrae Rip boott ar weadiery, b
¥ o3t an Tar s poanibie with & peond g
breaker, make 5 bong cast hopmg thom ol

nol B 2 backlash on the recl, and then re
bral @ Ut Beat comber Somey posind
Surl Tihermen ply thea 300 iluvagh e
winter afl the Veniwa Brveoy and fre-
foenlly cnjuy spondid Port, even in w-
wens whon the river cannat beeakt lguurh

1o the wa in the evenpng there o the
chvoet ful aamplur ol crechiing ab-mpregna-
ol dndteood and the (ading cutline of the
distant channel idandy™

v

Steclheading began to disapprar on the
Yentura River during the late 1940% with

the onset of 8 prolonged deought snd the cone

struetion of Matiliys Dam. Between 1046 and
1952 the bunn's average annnal rainfal wax
cul in hall, The werlousness of Me diought
became apparent by March of 1947, That
epring fedd seprewentatives lor the Califonia
Depurtment of Fih and Game made an in-
mpection trip to the Venturs R 1o assess
the effects of the law waiés on the stesl
head fishery, The follswing eacerpts from
the repuri fied il the mory: “An catimated
230-300 adult stecihead were foond to be
present in weattered ponds theoughout the
Mive mde sactn belveen e mouth of the
piver and Foser Park brsdge . . . In general
the adule steelhesd sveraged 24-14 inches in
ength and weghed on eatimsted T o
poandy Uocaxonally Lasper 138 »<I¢ Ioans .

“In mare detzil, se evamaned the (ives

st h g found o huge bur present which
ks b difTigadl For the Tish to enter the
river except ot high tide. Although no adul
were wen in the acean, kime nupbers wepe
e bed g b Tvguenily seen just outside
the bar, While standing there cxamining rhe
river mauth, three sdult tecihead were wen
1o enter
"D unadoedd yurds abave the bgghway
101 bendge, Lhg rivet wikdena inta the st
hiode gowve the Lgoan Ar thin point, thirty
W Torty aduly areeihaead wese wen Cheey
harging willaws vwake an plegl kocatua [or

the iwer finm the rsean

poxching, which sppean to be faurly oompmon
Fomar dead wtewllersd were [ound 1 the bushes
¥t The Juris

“Appruyimatcly ofc-hall mile sbhowe the
Fostcr Park beidpe, the ciry of Ventwa wa
ter diverwon miake B locatm! AN old iatake
cheei i frwe Fovt hugh oxats scross the
ovwer @l this pasini . . . Only one steelhead wax
ioumd (i the pool below the check dam vamm
by trying 1o jamp this obstacle. From the
check dam dovan 1o e Foser Park brwlge
spprosgmstely i ieen adults were wen, Fx-
ccllond, though imited, e waing praw] was
noted and redds wror heing construvisl

"o diy years, such @9 Uhi, ther 1 an s
L boad masximam of two miles of falily saii-
able spawning ares balow Fosta Pk by slpe

This may suppesil o maxumum totul ol
ot liosand speweing sdult steelhead. Chan-
el pnprovement 1o reduce haxards of up-
strearm moverment was glven consiibmiation,
but was dacidad gol Teasilie i view of Lhe
ANy cntieid whons of shallow tiles . ..

“Although it s regrettable thay sach Mne
steclhead may be declmiared dicrlng low wale
conditions, Iv i o deamad wilvisbba o ke
any action at this tme, such w resewe ar
channel wiprovement, "

Phe sbeelbead [ishery had survived simi-
ke deoughts, The climate of wuthem Calr
fornia, histarically, has bean sahjact to ol
termaring periods nf dioughi pmil Hogding,
fish and wilillife populitions uxusting with
the anmusl runiell The cifoct of the drought
during the Llite 1990, however, wan com
pounded by the coinchdeatal comstync Liom of
Matdgs Dum on Matdys Crock whose upper
peachey were led by cool springs dunng even
the driea yeart

Scheduled for campletion hy 1948, 1he
Moz Diasn weas Lo be s subd concrcie

Wenlura Howr senter tiesihead 3ying o gus?! sl wrersl buoadesd yards stsgee LS
101 highway bradge £t the mouth of the river on March 79, 1947,
MR MTRET T 22 -
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steictire riging 152 feet from the creek bot-
b, "The Calilvrne Depurtment of Fish and
Game was well aware that fresh water troul
streama were limited in Ventura County and
recommended that every elfurt should be
pmude Lo prolect them, Stull members also
pointcd (0 the cconomic significance ol
Ventwra River Mishery, 1t was estima=d
the viver system supported 3 memimom of
4000- 3000 adult stocliveyd @ an sveraes vel
over hall of which spewncd in the arca abowe
the propowmd dam witr. Cennus cheeks had
shomm 159 yieellead mnglers on (b opening
day along the (e mnlc 3rcich of stremmn

e
1o Mshing. The ccosomic value of the flakesy
in 1944 woaa computed ar §100,000 r=naally

Acous dinghy , 2 plam w2l rped #
reap sdalht migianiy 31 the howe of the dam and
truck them ower the top, 11 was mggesicd
that the wpillway be inclined witk 3 decp
hude a1 the badtoo 1o allne premgmant apd
wrewnee) owl sdally aleeee Use dam 10 pas
duenircam. S0 o evommmemdcd [hat
mificient water be roicacd Below the dem
o il imtaim reciden? fidh, and that Soming
1l g of lhe yea ackditinal wates be re-
kuxd wwey U spllvway (o leodideie e
mamage of downoircam migranis

The N lndides amsd hodding Facflithes were
1o b construciod sl coesty expruse, Lo
opposilion 1o the exponditurc was Tasthiubly
telected in s kocsl newspaper editorial:

THEIK EXPENSIVE FISH!

" Alnng eome he Pigh and Game Commis
sinvn andd tells Zone | po spend $40,000 for 3
fish laddes, Wonder is they dudn’t demand an
esclutor! ho, the supervison, lgurng they
hava to do what the Sixte Figh and Game
Clonpimsion says, vole the 540,000, This
v il woidenig aboul severnl paints:
Wil $40,000 worth of Dah ever climb tat
Iaddes during the lifetime of Matilija Dam?
Ade there BH0L00D worth of Tish in the shaole
cuanly™ I so, where e they T

While the local vounty warden hal been
able 1o persuade the Board of Supcrvisars 1
finance the pioject, the fniched Oacilities had
seveiil s dalects, The step ponlds af the
Indder, budl s low yayds outl from ihe hows
of the dam, s mabyect o pundslon by
watey creating over the spill-way. To fu
det st from the Tacilithe efTectiven
maldplaonal water wpy ptv mafly relexsed
8 ke spevn va U dowmalean: (e oF the
dam and herclom oompetod with the smmalle
Arvw in the hdder. Stechead waded oo =
the heawier MNorw which ked 1o 4 Sead end

Dempate stall inooemmeadstiony, oo provi-
o0s wore madc for resspos L sdull and
umalt secihead cught 2bovwe the da
dream . the guil-way was 2 otraght 40
was wia e irkaemeed 1o (aciitsre downesey—

Ty

CowT-

B
Wi

migrants of mamism rewdent ind populations,

Not mrprisingly, the fish treppy

were hardly esed. The Lst oo

it

sinty wardon re-

wiccihoad by over saw n U holding
three confuscd sdulin

uy Um (mds tiapping Cacilities. Nefore the cone
arele had lully sel, caucks nppwesn od alonn the
dam's abutments, thy projucl eugmnes: was
Wivmisacd, and a Liw guiy was lilcd semmsl
the pajin eontractor. Little moere than a de-
ende kiter o huye notch was cul in the Tiee of
the dam lowering Lhe spall-way thaty feet
Tha neteh, along with unexpocied allalion
han reduced the original storags capacity Wl

cf the project oa the

The aatuipated el Tes
seran Trehery wis l‘.:-_'n'Jll_. [ S
oariced by the Burees of Reclansstion:
“witk the completon of the prusecl, what
stzetuad fidhery thatl cxasied woabd,
probaiabiny, e dedroyed. A beps warmetes
reservol would be created ™

& iy, ewevar,

Fan ladder and halding tank at bawe
of Matilija Dam, Auguat, 1973

14 was decrded thal s bedader of an sdosjuale

cuign would be probibitively cxpensive.
ntmlily the Now releases were also drog-
wel despite the suggeation of onc «aff mem-
ey st “we otesl these e {W2587) 3p-
plca buns vn the bans thai no waler woukd
be reloascd during Us winecr apd iR
wawning periods of sadromont fahes, and
therefore 3 valuable veelhesd Mihery would
e bowat.” I3 Liew of thess mithpations, the
Depattmeenl decuded to rejuare oaly that the
Slvergcn dam e dongned In wich & oy
that 3 finh Ddder conld be added 2t some
[ulpe e shoub! water conditions be fre
gnbls lor sieslbegd, pond tesi U oullel 5l
Cints Dam be sroened.

fronically, at the tme these recommends-
tigas were bimg formulased, The Ventura
Buver wos eapereucmy its bes! steelhead run
sgnce the [ 947 drogght. The pedod briwoen
1924 and 1933 kad Bbeen one of normal and
sherve normal ron-off and the size of the
i bigd Leen moreanng.

Ay has 3o ofwen bocn the cam, the pobti-
cal climate more than weather conditions
werined ta ghape the Dejparmment’s recomman
dutoom for the Cusitay progect, Several years
carlier, the Department hes sullered g ser-
iaus setback in it efforts 1o enforee section
5907 of the California Figh and Game Code
wlhich teguines the owneg of any dam (in-
cloding Uhe Unilud Stutes) to by pass sul 17




18

August Hahn woath wanter aiealhesd fram the Vesturs River in 1978

Aclent water to profect downsbisum Fishis

ek ar provide some other mouny Dwe Uie pon
it vinlioon of Tieh, The lasue was ralsed i con
pievtaon with the Friant Dam on the San
Jouguin River, o inajoi component in the
masiive Central Volley Projecs

The Department Dl psked fod woatei
relearen betow Friant Dam fo predect o sl
mod tan sgtimated 51 242 625 fah annually,
In the course of e Higation, tha State

Attorney Generald puled (the code section (in-
‘operafive, srguing that 0 was " nol o eserva-

fion of water for preservilion of [shilile,

[ ——

but israthict g slandaid fon the releas ol

waler v cxoew wl swliml o peeded fow Qo s
tic and irtigation purporsy o that what o
available for fieh life whall not be waninliilly
wilhheld,™ Ir was with eame justiication,
then, that ¢ Bepeitmant ool eommeniing
on the Ventura Coanty Watey Piopect hiould

conecede: 1 thiok we are guing o bawe
face 1huy warer ennrvatlon program with
& very “dim vicw" ay 1o the fivheties below
these npotndoed Jdains plam i
mt 1o alm at demanding releases below the
oongdeiad Impoandment to wpporl 4

Ol hesd

Announcing the return of ibe Labmadig

COLGROVE REEL

il ]

;i'l"'l.'u.dln,g Paogltinn

Casting Position

The Colgrove reel i especially desgned
hy o Noribwest [sbeoman for Horthwest
fishermen. The Colgrove iz ideal for
wlesiheading =8 well m salmon. wout,
panfish end bass fishing,

ADVANTAGES:
Longer easis
¥ Larger spood

* N gears
* Fuee-wheeling spool
A Paris readily available

Sponl holds BOO vds. of B-lb. meno,
Cunrsoteed agalnet defective workman-
ship for one ¥eal.

Priced Reasonsbly
ot only $14.95
Manufactured by
NORTHWEST CAST METAL PRODUCTS
Aesl Repemrs and Par i Sinrwier
TIBN. W 201

Fortitand, Dregon
Phene 15031 2276355

Daalor Inouiries | nvivad

r
ALASKA

FLY FISHING FOR:

* Wild rainbows in llismna Lake,
tho trophy fish area.
* Fly fighing the beautiful Coppar Fiver
* 1ot boaty, retts end canoes
* Rustic ledge eataring to Ty flzhar men
anly. Wi handle four paopla

Parsonel ertention by Bob and Borig
Welker, Sintesn yabrl Bxoer more in

the arca. Alsn cataring v photusy: aptuers
end wildlite emibhupasis

Please send for a brochure:

COPFPEA RIVER FLY FISHING LODGE

Box 260, Star Ate. 1, Kenall, Alnska ']‘_I$11J

migraloy fishery A i thie case of
Cachumz Resctvou, (ot the Santa Ynez
River) we may as well donsder e
sivellesd fishiing ., a8 2 thing of the past.™
The Califurpia Department of Fich and
Game traditionully Jiss been subject 1o po-
litical interference and has froguently been
forced tooask “Whar can we get by willi?"
rather Uan “What should be done™ But zs
one oberver has noded, Qos defensive men-
tality ha led 1o a2 tendency " (o rolieat be
lore beang attacked, (o leave 3 positien
based vm careful research, and 1o occupy
some halfway ground that is antenabie, to
prusll prenches and to toll only hatf of the
truth abwut a dtuation.” Consequenily, lew
elfecie pravisions have been made to per-
petuate the sicelbwad esmrces n the south-
half of the state.

v

What runs have yurvived] hove done oo n
the face of sgverly hastie conditions. Tee
ponndmeants and diversions havwe pot been
the wrnily wlsinilm womthland rowt and
steelhiud b had 1o overcfme, Pollutlon
ined physian] alteration of the styammbnds
have alsn been 3 continoous preblei

Ihe lower Ventura River runs through
an ol rich salley , Daar axplalted ln earne
during the L920%, Lol mocently oll com-
s practhoed a primitive loto of wasia
digroal, slueing rhelr holding ponds of
deillig mid wnid bivlng s the river dicrlng
the Ligsl bwewsy rain of the sason. Anglecy
frequently complained of their ealvhes
wbabiiey of petrolear Fidh kKills were commeon,
the bimes vy merely an Inexpansive

(Connnued vn Page 44)

Top Quality Steelhead Flies at

Bargain Prices
<o X

McLeod's Ugly

Speclliemdess, (P you Msh with flics, why not
e the besl? Ly rhis amoriment of 10 flies
far anly 35,00

Fall Favorite
Black Demon
dwey Bug
MeLaods Ligly
Thor

Bk

Cowlits Someaal
Svkomish Hed
Kalama Spacaal
Niasrietta

Fiease state hook alze and wdd 35&podape
Ehandiing fur ench neder, Moncy back
swatantae, We wil custon tie most patterny
wl the sime price. Write e Tree Hstoon
olhiue pufiarns,

STEFLHEADER'S SUPPLY HOUSE
Phons (503} 653-4870, Box 22286
Milwmuiie, Ovagon 97222




VENTURA RIVER
( Cumtmurd from Pugr 18)

wrvice chargr fog uany the ver 3 a8 open
SEWET.

With the dechioe of drifling and peoduc
tion, other of refaind welinstrey brgan 1o
devclop along portions of the rives, In 1951
the Shell 0f Company put 3 ures plant on
the siram. The dochanpe of 210,000 paflony
pet day Trom the plant became w0 Lo that
ihe lower three miles of the river wore ren-
dered lifeless. Tn 1970 independent groaps
bogan wveytipnting the diacharpe.

Students mopitored ibe planl sround the
elock, while the Community Environmental
Covnel af Sunla Barhara enlisted the aid of
a chemisl lrom (e Unoermty of Colifornia
at Santa Marbara 1o analyze the plant's dis
thaipe. Wien 1w student investipaton e
copded an wbervmew wiil o Shell gusliny
ovatynd eimnets af the plant, the tape way
mwired by company ollmmis 1he sludents
Laser tentilied that Ihe cagimecr had spoken
cauulty shout sccidental epifle, las enforce-
el of pollation contioly, snd e come
pany’s precine of colonsg Lhe plant’s snoke
white 1o mmke i look Bk steam,

The lngal sachinery moved dowly, hat
alien & yeai o comerated efToat & Frderal
Grand Jury handed down an mdwiment on
lour counts of dischuging toxic amounts of
avncimia intn The river, Shell hecame the
st comtauing pollote convicied mn Caly
fornda under the old Rivers snd Harbors Act
of VA9 and was Mined $10,000, The plam
winy s st down fon econamie ensong,
Current pluns are to resctvale the plant as
an oil de-wlpherization undt with all dls
chiurpes priwessed thaough 4 neuby wwage
wrealment plant,

Though the Shell Urea plan was the mosz
wersauis swiinor of pollution in the lowe
river, numcrous smalkes pollsien contmoe
to discharge effMuents nto the river thiough
avystem of diamape condmirty, A vocll quanry
opcration had bocn washeg ity tading into
ihis gywem untd 3 Reglonal Water Quality
Contpol Bosd, a1 The prodding, of the
Culifornis Departmenl of Fioh and Came, or-
dered a halt 16 the discharpe. The Cak View
Sartary Distiict bus since 1964 dischaged
two cubic lect per sccond of secondary
treated sewape direcily imto the river. A
recen) Fedvral grant to "fadale™ the plant,
however, i cxpected 1o improve the dixe
charge ightly and prevent the frequent erup-
tiong of deteggent foams Near the (ives's
mouth u send & gravel operaiion removes
200,000 tons of material annually from the
gives and rhe adjacent fland plain siouly
dirupling e lotic and fiparien plant come
munitics. The probicms are common, Even
chwde examples of the shows beaped upan
the jivins and gieans Seouphout Californe.

remzan rer of declhesd and supports & weall
populatior  of reddent trout sod other
fshew In one senwe condiGons ore idyilic
Robert [logan, & local regulsr on the river
enplatine ™, , . over the paet fiMeen of six-
leen years muny meore b would huve been
tuken bul duc to the lack of fherman, ths
Tay it beon the case, When thore existe
luvusable wales comditions, | Mgh Qe or
Tour times o woek wnd widom ece another

ansler,™

Ackn = ibres g conwderable prob
kemy confion-ing the Venturg River, the
Ventura County Fishh and Coame Comminica
g ttswetly Serd @ roport calling foe the
protes s of the teer sexbling fish and
wildlife, and the rebabalitarion of ity oot
ard steriband Foberr e, The progarsl ey
@ Lhe form of 3 two part program: i) the
parpotudtion =8 gebangemcnt of 3 lve
reearinny] Wiy ge gn the kowdr weas by off
the rver Tree rom pollution and mcompatbis
developmenty, and (71 the sehabilitaton of
the river™s farmesds poodinitive apre Fides-
i Both program sl ovguie (hal g moasier
plan be prepared for the preservation and
maintenance ol the ares’s aatueal resaurces
for thew vty s, recoeatioons] snd edies
Uonl value, snd that the plan recognuee
these 31 the Righou! and Best uses of Uhe ares

Somec important ground work has sk
teady been L2kl The county and city af
Ventura, foo evample, have wecently adapted
uprs wpsar Pl mba b demngte the oede
wiopod portom of the Vemuts Moy Mused
pain 1y open wpace, Both phn schomowbodge
the Tk anad &illdVide walowrs ol the iver 20d
the puieria! for futes sty relaied peore
ational activitice.

The Repinmal Wares Quality Cantroal
Boardd, Lavy Angetey mn addition, has peooe-
nuzed spewning, mygatory and cold wales
habitats as exivting bearficial uses of the
Ventuis Raei in s oiteian hasin stady This
recognimen will be taken tito account when
the state revampy wacte diwcharge require-
mienda for e hauin,

Lamd upe munsgement b anuther import-
ant phaw of the Yentury River project in
which wine progess has been made Tast
year & mapes <llort to develop a latge parcel
of land slémg the lower river set ofT an e
vilnmematsl canfiaveiay which g el re-
verberating Only afted 3n aneses] deman-
iration of public appoution at 3 Oy councl
meeting Artended by oves 1400 penple were
the plam o develop the ates Llisd o reul

More recently, the County Planning
Commistioon sad Coanty Bosd of Supe:-
wisars dereed 2 propomd 1o build 2 large
maobile home pari aa the fland phin of San
Anlanin Creek immedulely abuve its can-
fluence with the Ventura Rivet, One plannoss
Comminsdner noted that it was the first
time duting bl ten yesison the Commisicn
that & developer had been denled a paomit for
a piofect whivh hed the proper zoning and
which hud met 2l of the conditlons impased
by eounty officale Porential Mooding was
cited ax 3 mujor comideration, but other
envigommentyl Bcton plaved an imporant
part in the decision. The developer oves felt
compellad ta retsia 3 gpecil commitear o
anewy e offzcts of the propemd stream
alteration on the srzelhesd pawning beds o
Sam Antoman Creskx

The quriiion of water, certmnly, s oen-
ml 1o the Commission"s proponls Kooy
there i sdegiote wintes jam ol to allow =p-
siream mgistes of =lults, but the lite
spring and summet low fiowt are olten oot
ally recuced o 2 rovult of the spstream water
propecte Im 3 vharp reveral of it onpnal
position, the California Depariment of Fuh
and Game recently requested the Suare
Attorney General to petition the Siate Wate

Resources Control Buard o ve open e
heariigs on the lcense covering the opura:
tign of e Matilis and Los Rables facilities
w0 that new informaten amd recammenda

Gons could be gvin lor the rahabiliLilion
af the steelhead fishery,

Ia ity pelifion, the Degartmenr conrendel
that the projects “should be cperated in g
manner which = revoe the valabi
deelhend ran omd that poblc intired in
1973 ray changed From what it win i 1945
and 1946 to machan sxten| thal there s now
& vevarpegt e of the desrabdity of meintain
mg Calidornn's (obery resoutces egpecully m
an aris of high population level such xs existe
in Ventuss Cownty arel Southern California™
Sermidar poitions wore filed by che Northern
California Councll af Fly Fishing Clubs and
the Foviranmental Coalitsss of Veniora
County, Whie Lhe petitirns were denied For
prevevdural rezsons, the Board did Indicare
that “the Deparement s not withowr o emn-
edy 10 require the (Casitoy Moo heipal Water)
Dists it s prowalde mimmom (ows or ak
ternative means for the pressrvation of fish ™
A State Artorney Genevsl's opunon mousd
Masch L2, 197} appoars to wpport this
antentian by reversing the previowis inter.
petatumn ol pombe ey tan Hj?,lmlﬂ'u
that the seoteon o "encguivocal” s o
it reguimre the owner of say daos to aebeaae
sl lownrnt wates burforn II-*L- ta beep im
good conditioms any Linh that may evnd o
b plaated bobow the imposndasest

Pimdwisbly, the pobilusl pressures ges-
sTamd by ther devoiopments have hecimm
intense. The Cavitay Mumichpal Waiei Dislrict
by amnounend that seleaing water into the
Venturs Kaver in complznce with $917
would cause extreme fmancial haoduhip (o
the Distrler, Recently the THalricd rolained
the weivices of Willsarn Glanelll, lormer head
of the Catidomia Walee Projoct, to review the
atatu of the Districts’ water rights. The
California Deparrmant of Fish sl Came tn
e ennlione |y stody ey te matter furrher,
whie wveral conscrvation graups are con
ddering the powihdiey of taking iulepen-
dhewit byl oo teom. The (sl outoume of the
dapute cocld have 3 BKaring on streama
throughoat the aare facing smilin problems

vu

The Vearwrs County Fh 2md Game
Commusion”s reporl concedes that rehabili-
ation of the Venturs River it an ambitious
undértaking, but argues that it is o challenge
that can be mel i public and private interests
are willing 1o wodk magether. Tt appeuss Uit
wrine of the cooperation noessury 1y already
in evidence, though a great deal remains o
he dane if southecn Califarnian’s are again
going o noeliae the clinllenge and sporcof a
winter steelhedd fishecy. The Commission's
wmten Ly ing thedis, however | is that fah and
wildlife resousoes can be cestoced by e
aeative use of the ame 1ools and wchniques
that lerve tadilzomally beea uted to reduce
of Scsoy thex PesouTors.

Ir addresins the watet problem, the
Commmsinn raiscs some lundamental gues
oo sbout resrurce nonatemseal. Wil the
ountag and plmmed witer resetoey be osed
o mppott hnemd-d;ﬂr:m-ﬁ
enceulape 4N expanEon preseal pupu-
bizion without suilicicat regard to the social
and environmental costy? Or will 8 mare hal-
anced approach be dovcloped that will insue
lany term sshility and presecvation of
tore nytuial gisenithes? The questions have
wide application; the answers that are devel
ogrend ety wltipately deteriine the Teiure,
not only of the Yenlours River, but all of
Califurnia’s steeihead streama



