
Heidi Sockwell. amember of Ojal-based ConcernedResourceEnvironmental Workers. helpsclear arundoMonday from the Ventura River bottom.just west of
the MJoln Street bridge.

ARUNDO
from lB

and the orga nizatio n plans
to restore the prope rty and
estab lish small pa rks and
pa thways, acco rd ing to
Lee Sherman. the censer-

_ I vancy's deve lopment and
I~ voluntee r coord inator.
tL "It's going to impact

a few people negative ly,
bu t bene fit everybody in
Ventura in the long run ,"
Sherman said.

Thus far, the Ventura
River Par kway Project
has cost the conservancy
about S20,OOO in gra ms
and donati ons. Usi ng
chain saws to cut-dow n
the overg row n reed s,
the CREW ha s worked
from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. for
morc th an tw o weeks
si nce mid-August. The
arundc, a gia nt grass re­
sembling bamboo. ma kes
it d ifficult for natu ra lly
exis t ing plan ts to flour ­
ish and docs not pro ­
..ride food or she lter for
anima ls . accordi ng to
Baylic Han rahan , CRE\V
supervisor. Ar und o ca n
be highly fl ammable ,
as well.

" I am hoping, by us go­
ing in there, people w ill
see how much of a prob­
lem it is and co nt inue to
do someth ing a bout it ,"
Hanrah an said.

T he clearing efforts by
CREW have he lpe d re­
move mor e tha n 12 rc ll­
offDumpsters of the reed.
T he worke rs ar e chop ­
ping down th e growth
and tri m ming na t ive
plants for thei r surviva l
and public sa fety,

The conse rvancy is
clea r ing as much of the
ar undo as possible before
Sept. 17, when more exten­
sive remova l and clea nup
efforts will be led by the
Ventu ra County Water­
shed Projec t Distr ict . .

To that end, th e co n­
servancy w ill host its an ­
nua l music festiva l to help
raise additio nal fundi ng.
T he Vent ura Hill s ides
Co ns e r va ncy 's Mu si c
Fest ival is set for Sep t. 22
at Arroy o verde Par k and
will fea ture Blues Travel­
er as a headliner .

Vi sit w w w ,
ve n t u r a h i11s id e s , o r g
for mo re in for ma tion
and ticket s.

IJoaquin Et habarria. a member of Concerned Re­
sourceEnvironmental Workers.uses achain saw
ashehelpsclear arundo.

and highly invasive specie s.
and the people ar e destroyi ng
the area even fur tber. \Ve arc
tryi ng to restore it to what the
river botto m really is."
, CREW wa s hi red by th e
Ventura Hill sides Co nser ­
vanc y, owne r of the property
as of th is month.

T he con servanc y, a land
tru st, also owns and manages
more th an 16 acres of Foster
Park Area Preserve between
Ventu ra and OjaL

Th e nine acres of Ventura
River land was donated to the
co nse rva nc y for public use,
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th ick, nonnative grass . on the
s -ucre swath of land situat ed
between the Ventu ra Beach
RV Resort and Highway 33
interchange and the West
Main Street and Highway
101br idges.

Wi th th e aru ndo over­
growth providing an area for
homeless encampments. the
area needed cleari ng to 31·
low for the return of nati ve
plan ts and removal of waste
(rom those who bad lived
on the land.

"' Ve want to eliminate all
the arundo," said Joaquin
Echabarria , CREW lead su­
pcrvisor. "It is a tremend ous

Clear ing the way for native
plants and clean up-efforts, an
Oiai-base d group is doing its
part to restore the Ventura
River bo ttom to its natural
habit at for public use.

About 15people from non­
profit Concern ed Resource
Environm ental Worker s arc
clea ring a ru ndo dorax. 3

• Invasive reed
clearedout toaid
native species
ByMonicaLara
SpeWItoTheStar

River bottom
is top priority
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