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Re : The Vcntllrll River Recre.:!tion.'l 1 .\n•a /Hill fi!>her y 

In 19/0 , the Ventura Counry ·l,;h and Gi.imc t;omrn l !lllfnn initiat!!d 
All i11vestigalion inl"n rh. ""''"''<' ami scope' of pol loll ion in t.he 

.im1 [\ravo. Jt . 
Mook C.op+<lll 

. t;•rnA "l Oooton 
H(ln y L\{t;ll ltu 
t'lo~rlc:; Pole,, 

lltr.'- ~"'ti l lOy 
li11M WoiiKr+ul 

Ventura KLvc1·. Oott "' l 1.:.!> i.nvestignr1nn, .~n inte rest dcvroln[lo?d 
in prot!'<'ring the river's e:ds~ing ro>~oun.:es .:~nd resrorlnp, ll~; 
h1 r-1 1 f>l k 1 rout OJnd stC'C' lhi'IH1 1 'sl•er ic!>. 

In 1972, tht" Cmmtl i l:<~:~'on budgeted ;md mo+h'Y wtt.s approvC'd t:o t•nn
duct Rol i 11 -o!eplh study to dero>rmioe lh!.! (c.:~sibilHy ''' restor
l olg tile Venlur.:~ KivC>r fm· 0Htldtalion :~nr.l pr op.qgAI i on u( sleel
he.:td rainbow t1·ou t. 

l'.;rRHI upon a prcliminRl'Y ~nv .. st i.galion, ir: I'! t h., Opinion of 
1 he Commission th.al with a prope:: land ""ct W<tler utanagemcnt pro 
gram the o1Arural resources nf tht· v..,ntuca River can lind slwulu 
""' pcotcct.cd and rhn r irs hlstoric <:!:out and sceelhead fisherte~ 
can and ~h0111n ''" restoreJ. 

Th;, atl.achcd prel i mi11es.ry repo::t, che r esult coL Lhe study begun 
in 1972, hR~ b~~o presented r:o ~he V..,n tura Count y Bollrd of Super
visors f~,r cevicw and comment. It is .:1. l so bei.ng distributed to 
other pub l ic agencies and interested indtvirluals, as we l l as 
being made a vailable a c: local li">r arif:'S , ln order to hetter so
lir.it commen ts from a wide S!1ec trum of the community, 

It is our hope that all interest.-d pa r l les will take the time 
to communh·aLe t hei r thoughts aud co:mnents on thi s maLler to t h e 
Commis s i on or di recrl v Lo toe Boar d of Super v i sor s. 

Sincerely , 

Q 
. /r ,~ 

~ .-C <:' L/~r/"'7,/ /'/' \ 
P..MES DONL.ON , Ch airma11 

Vent.ura Councy Fi sh a nd 
Cat:'le Commi.ssion 

c o Cov•oly Ex"Gutivl• tR8 ~""" llrenl ~~~e~: ~CI'lo Z02 V""''"" C•ololnrnoa 9:.1003 (80~) 648-nl3t 
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A PRELI1'1INARY REPORT AND PROPOSAL 

THE VJ::NTlJliA COUNTY FISH AND GAME COMMISSION 

Subject:: The Ventura River Recreational Area awl Fishery 

The Ventura River issues from the northernutost lltajnr river 

basin in southern Ca l ifornia, Until the recent. pasc, the Ven

Lura River wa::; essenci.alty a fl·ce- flowin.g stream bordexed by a 

tyrical co as tal riparian habilal. There r.Jere lliJiilero•;!'l deep ho le.s 

thruu~huul ils course anrl the water was clean. Fish and wild-
1 1 fl'< wen<! abundant. 

l,nnd Fcuturcs 

The 111aill stet~ nf th.-. Ventun1 Rivm: ori0 inar:C!s Rt the junc-

d on of the Matilija Creek :~ ad Lite No nh Fork •J r Llle Vet1 1 ura 

River artd fLows genen> i ly in a ~outhe-rly dirP.ction about sixteen 

miles to the Pacific O<.:eau. Tile VenL~, ,·a River lias a r:elaLive Ly 
steep g,ra•llent (ranging, from forty reec per mile at the mouth to 

about ninety feet per mllc at its headwacers) and tlrains an area 

of ap~o~roxiluately 228 Sqlt<l.t:« ,.,il.:s. 

Rugged mollnLaius and comparat i ve ly narrmv valleys cuL l>y 

streams flowing into t1vo principal valleys characterize the 

topography or the Ventura River basin . A large mountainous area, 

most of which lies within chc Los Padres National Forest, com
pletely SLlr-rounds the va lley se.ctions, so that the ratio of 

moun ta incus and foothill area to valley area is gre;; ter than six 

to one. The crest o£ the mountains along Lhe outer boundary of 

the basin rises to a height of 6,025 feet. Like ne;;rly a ll 

California coastal streams , the ventura River terminates in a 

brackish l a goon vlhich is subject to tida l ac·Lion when not close d 

by a sand bar _ 

Geology ~ Soils 

Approximately 85% of the area within the VeQtura River basin 
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is c omposed of relatively impervious depo~its . The exposed 

rock i s scd'imen t:Rry in origin and i:n most cases easily eroded. 

Tht! primary geo l ogic fomalions arc we ll - cemcnt ed and interbed

ded sand~ tones, ~hAles, R11d conglomerates , which produce or ab

sorb very I ittl e wallic'r excepl along join t s and fral·t·ure!;. The 

s trcambed n f the lm~er Lwo-rhirds o t the Ventura R i.ver wi dE>I1S to 

a rlood plain of pervious m::~Lerials subiect to high percolation. 

The1w materials consisl o f alluvia I depos its of ~<ilt, sand, 

p;Yavel. and rounued houldcrs l'Ommon to intermit t ent coastal 

strewus . 

Vegcla Lion 

lloth mm111tains 3nrl vallcvs o;f r hi.n Lhe hAsio supp<H't An abun

rlnnt J,;row th of n<'ltiVL' chaparrAl, annua 1 P.,rasses, ,1nrl n vnriely of 

Ltet'S. Live oRkf;, !:iYI..<ltOOl'(•s, alder::;, cotlonwO<)d!l, will01~1:J, and 

nrhcr wAtt'r-nssocLarect pl.:ml:o aL·,.. foc~ntl 1;1long the su· .. <'lm~idcs , 

whi I"' coni[erl:i are founu at rhc hi).\her r· levaL.i.ous. Ln !:ome A reA:<~ 

r-he vegetAtion is exnemely deu""• though occAsional l y St;or.tions 

arH dPnudcu by fires. 

Clima le and Ra_iatfa 11 

The c 1 imatc ol thE' Vcnt:ura River b;;<siu is ch.:ir.:tcUtrizE'd by 

t1~o st>asons: a coo l , ~o.•eL ~.>inter anc.l a dry, warm summer. The 

AVerage rainfall [or rhe drainage area ranMes from about sixteen 

inches n ear Lhe mouth of LhE> river to ahout fo r Ly inches in the 

moun tains , with l-'.aliUja Canyon generally receiving the he aviest 

rainfAll within the basin. Snow i s COillmon during Lhe winter 

months in the highe!" elevations , but it does not normally contribute 

siJ,,'n i.fi cRntly to strea::~ run-ofi. About 75% of t:he ram -off in 

the VenLura Riv er occurs from J anuary through ApriL 

P1·incipal T1·i.butar; es 

The pr incipal trib.Ilaries of :he Ventura River have a lroosl 

pe1· fcct fan-shaped drainage syst:ems. 
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The Norch Fnrk of the Ventur8 River nti.ginate:o; in t:he head

~t.•aters of the baoin and has a sLeep muun lalnuus drainage area 

compri.SiJ'g sixteen square miles •. 'fhe average gradient nf th.;< 

North Fork oi the Venlura River is about 460 £eet per mile. 

Natilija Creek originates in t:bc north-weste rn sect:nr of 

tbe basin, has a rlrainage area u[ Ilfly-s ix ;;quare miles and .;111 

ave.r;:~.ge gradient of 200 feet per mil e . Hat:ili.ja Cl"E'Pk i::. jnint>d 

by the NurLh Fork of Lhe Matilija C-ceck and a smaller trihLLtR1·y, 

rhe Mnn· i eL r.a C:n?ei< . The- lnnf!,t>SI r-n11rse ~11 l l 1.>W lltruu,..;li Li tis <tre<~ 

i!l 15.6 miles along the· ma in srem of t he Mari lij a <:1·eek. Mai'ili .i-'1 

C:n'-E-1< joifls the Ventura Rive t sixleen miles .~bove r..hc river's 

mouLh. 

Sun L\nLonio Cre ek o riginate!; em t h <:> smtt" hP-dy ::: lnpe~ 1ll L lo ~:• 

'l'opntora Mollntaills ~11d l' as a cl r ·eti.na~~~ ar~:tt tll. li fty -LI~'' Sqltdre 

lrtilt's. The ;Jveragc grncien t of S.:tn Ant:nnil" cr.,ek i $ sL"LY [~;eL 

J>(~r mil(·, Tht> l,.np, ... s t <"l.ourst:! c• L 1 r.•w l::; 11.6. mi l es . San Antcmio 

Creek ~oln!l t.hc Ventura Ri ·vP.r P1gh r ud l l:'s RlouVI:' ll\~; tlv<:!r '!:i rnuuLh. 

Coyote Creek is t:he pri."Jcipal rr ih11 r ary ol Lh ... V~:nLLtra River 

in the \•lest-c:t?ntra J seccut: u[ L l~e i:)a::;i:L Coyocc Creek has a 

drainage area of forty - one s quare mi -"' ~ and <111 a vtH";.-tg<:.> ));n1dienl 

o f 260 feet per mil,., CoyuLe C!:eek is joined by the SantA Ana 

Creek, which has an average gradient of 38!.! C~:e L per mile. The 

longest eonrse of f lm~ LllruJgh t his area i s 16 . 6 miles along the 

Coyot.c Creek. Coyoce C1·eek joit•s tb"' VtmLura R.iver six miles 

above llle river'::; mouth in t he vicinicy of to!lter Park. 

Historic Fisheries Resom:cP.s 

Prior to i947 , 

trouL antl steelhead 

the Vt>nLu::a Rive::= >Vas a highl y pToductive 
. 1 s r rearr . . 

I . A steelhead is a rainbm·1 tro ut t hal has spent some portion of 
its life in tht> sea. liter migrating to sea, the adult sLeelhead 
re Lurn::; to fresh water to sra'm, usual Ly to the stream of its birth. 
Other fish indi_genous co Lh e Ventura River arc the pat·tially ar
mo1:ed th-.:ee-spined st icleback , santa ana Slicker, and arr.uyu chub , 
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Historical records a n d intervie•1s with residents indicate that 

the Ventura Rive.r supplied neighboring c olll!llUnities with consis

tently good tJ·nut and s teelhead fishing frum its headwaters north 

of Ojai to its muuth at the Pacific Ocean . Early issues of !neal 

ne1vspapers contain frequen t accounts of fishermen t aking large 

numbers of trout between the site now kno~>m as Foster Pal·k and the 

mouth of tb.e river . A tourist guide published in San Francisco 

in the late 1800 1 s (Chi ttendcn , c. 1885) advertized t11at Lhe 

:;treams of the Venlura River basin "abound >vith trout, especia lLy 

the Ventura, as it emerges ft·nm the mnt1ntains, through the well

kno•m hol springs c anyon of ~1atilija . " Travel ling through San 

Bu~naventura, Chase (1913) repnrt.ed 11 /1. fine Slrearu f l ows into the 

sea at the \Yeti tern edge of the city, and from Mrly en Oc LL)ber: t:he 

hreak[asc tables of Ventura need never gu Lruutlcss." 

Writing, in Califuraia Flsh and~. l•'t:y ( L918) nesc:·1-1 he.<l l loe 

Ventura River as one of the fe1•1 stn~.Ftms in sput l1o:n1 Call[urnla 

hav Lng n:n11t I,J8l er d 01,.111 Ln the 1/t.: ~an anu int.: ludcd the river in R 

list of "consistently good streams in SO\I rllt"t·ll Cali(urnia 11 

r.oc:al fishe1.-men (Henke, 1970 ; Barnes , 1971) r<"~alL regularly 

taking limits of trout as far dm.m as t he Ned ll S r reet ur iu)J;« in 

San Buenaventura during the 1930 1 s a.ntl thruugb the 1940 Is. l.oca l 

fishermen (Colla, 1973; Pcirano, 1973) recal I raking limits vf 

sizeable trout I1.1rLher upstream in t..l-te vicinity of the Foster Park. 

bridge through the early 1950's.2 

the Ventura River also supported until 1947 a substanlial 
steelhead fisher y. J ordan (1925) recorded the range of steel-

2.Photographs of ~everal of t hese fish are on file wi t h the 
Vent ura County Fish a nd Game Commission. 
3. More recent research by the California Depar·tment of Fish and 
Game has detenr.ined that the origi."lal range of the s t eelhead rain
bm-7 trout was from ceru:r.a 1 A I ask a to tL1e Mexican border. Water 
projects and pollution generat:ed by California's burgeoning pop
ulation have decimated populatj ons S<Juth of San Francisco. 
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head from the Ventu rfl Emd Santa Clara Rivers in Ventura County 

northward . 3 The California Department or Fish and Game (Huhb!'l, 

19l,6) reported "large anc consistent runs of !'ltee111eatl into the 

Ventura and Santa Clara Rivers .•. " Field representatives !o1 

the California Department oi Fish and Gam~ (Cl.mlon and Jarvis, 

1946) e~t.imatE'd that ln a nuroal ;ear a minimum of herween 1,000 

and 5000 ad11l t st.cclheari E>ntet"ed the V~tnlura River to spawn . 

Relating his s tf'P.l beau f is , lu~ ~xp~ r io:'n~c~; in Cali fnr11 i a, 

llenke ( L'J 70) has wri L L 1m . "The Ven turn R i v• ,. 1t.')c I ~~.real ntn~> tJf 

~;teelhead sta1·t1ng .1ny rim.· aru··· 1 h•• rain~:~ beg.:tn in thr· F.1. 11 

TlH:•se n•ns wuuld ~:unLinu" ::ight up .tt1t I 1 I A[, Jo~trl'lt anti earLy 

April. The latr r n111s w••r .. rn<.H''t 1ar>;l!r fi.~:h and I c.1n l'r•t~tt"<Hh l.'t' 

St"ein)~ school~; where the ilV C l'fl&r , •. R • ro•11 r Q ~hi rl~·t.m pounds. ~IO!; 1 

of t hrsr n111S won! II C't'l orn L<• Lhe Jt: an uft~t· spnwn I nr, . 

t\pprvximalcly five mil.~s lnl.1nol , • .,., t hL m•;ulla wab u famous his

tm·ical ronnty liltlcltt•llrk vtll ~U ro!>tC1' P,"\rk, o11ld Lhi;:; Wl;ll:l lhc li.mit5 
I 

:ntcJ !Jounclary of 1~in t" ,. ; r,., I' .... 'ld i 11 \ • " 
1 

ll i::;tori cally, th•' Si7..-. r LLt' ;,Lt:·~l'tlo''-tU l:'Un~: in t'ht? Vettlllt~t 

l~ivcr hR::; \IIH·l,..d \·llil• pn·v<~ilL!lb '"at:or cnnd1 ti111HI . A;; a re::;Ltlt. 

;;f the uuprcuic t.lb L c: pn tt <.:rl" r i raiufa 11 a long the southe1:11 Cal-

i fnrni.a coasL, Slrlo'lUlt'~ uf the \le:1 c.ura RlV<"l" have p"riuuical l y 

gonE' drv or 1.'CCa1n.~d VF"'V I iLtl" ,.urface 1~ato.!1: during the sumrnt'r 

monrhs. Lun):. L itut! •>b:.<H'I!C'r s have ..lOt:P.d tha r fro:quently there has 

been little or no snrfnc:e- war .. r i:t the river-bed duri.ng rhe sununer 

motuhs bt.'lWt'tm the 1-lolli:tgs.,...ort::t Ranch (<'.:.gilL mile;; above the 

river's mouth) and the form~<r Soper's Ranch (fourteen miles above 
5 lhti' rivl:'r's mouth) . 

4. The Ventura County Historical Society maintains a photographic 
record of the trout and steelheaci taken from the Ventura River 
between 1909 and 1973. 
5. In the past, a large diversi on drew out i~ater in the vicinity 
of the Matilija Ram.:h to the ext ent that the river- bed in thil:i 
area occasionally went completely dry, thus requiring a srr~ll 
amount of steelhead rescue work be ::>crformed a l ong a four mile 
stretch of the Ventura River . • 
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This phenomenon of the river "pooling up" during the summer 

months is characteristic of many California coastal streams. 

Shapovalov and Ta rt (1~54), a [ Ler conducting a four year study of 

the life histories of sr.ec.lhead rainbo1o1 troL1t in a typical California 

coastal stream, observed thaL "the mouths of most California steel

head stream~ at·e closed by sanci bars during th!:! summer month:; and 

that in some cases the lower courses of the streams are entirely dry, 

so t hat 110 fres h ••ater reaches the o<:ean. " 

Whi le nol presenting optimum water conditions, this phenomenon 

has noL pn1lllbited the survival of c1·ouc and sr:ee-lhead [isherie~:~ 

'In col.lst.!'ll st,·eams Sl'ch as the Ventura River. On che contl·a,·y, 

coa::; tal ::; trcams with direct access ro rhe oce~n have his turically 

heen eY.cepl i.o118 l ly p·roduclive. l~elch, ;,>riting in California Fish 

and Game {1929) r eports t ha t pri.or to rhe "'sial> I i s hment. of a daily 

l imil, it '~as not unusual for 11 fishc-1'Tll<ln tn r.ake- fr0111 IOU l<> '300 

trn11t from a Cal'lfornia <:oaSla l .;Lrea111. The Vcntur 11 Signnl (li\/il) 

rep or ted three fishermen taking !,r, ·\ 1 \"<)Ill i 11 I he lm~tJr reaches o I' 

the Ventura River in a sin)Sle day. ~m· is 1 hP s !? ... n I rh"' se:;~-t:U II 

stcelhead directly correlated tn rht:' si 1 ... c>l tlle home stre.am. .J:lli::. 
Venlura Free Press ( L9ll) reported a sr.celhead taken frn111 Ll1e Veu

tura River by George Pacheco uteasuring thirty-six inches and \vPi gh 

ing fourteen pounds. Steclhcad ranging in size from six tc• nine 

pounds were taken commonly f rom the Ventura River until 1947. 

The problem of marginal water, however, has been serious J y 

aggravated in the Ventura Rive r by the construction of several dams 

and by sinking wells int:o the rive=' s aquifer. These dams and we I Ls, 

in combination with a prolonged series of drought years, have caused 

additiona l stretcl1es of lhe river to dry up which normally reLaiuetl 

surface. water during even the. driest su:nnner months. 

The trout and steelhead fi shing provided by the Ventura River 

generated considerable public interest. A number of hotels on Santa 

Claril Street in San Boenaventura catered to out-of-town fishermen, 
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while the elabnrace Anacapa Hotel, formerly situated on the corner 
of Main and Palm Streets, reserved the ground floor during t:he trout 

season for fishing guests. Post cards depicting local f i shermen 
wi.th their steel head catches we~e printed in the hopes of attracting 
tourists. Sever~l sporting g~ods stores (Star-Free Press, 1948; 
Mar-ellS, 1973) sponsored annual steclhead fishing contests as l~te 

as 1948. Census checks have l'lhow-n 2.59 fishermen on the opening 

day of Lhe winLer sLeelhead fishing season along Lhe five mile 
stretch open to sreelht>ad fishing between Foster Park and the ocean. 
Cl11nton anu Jarvi~;; (1946) estimated Lhat the LrouL and steclhearl 
sport fisheries or th~ Venlura River system contrthuted $100,000 
RnuualJy Lo Lhc county's economy. 

DevelopmenL in the VcnLura Kiver Val Ley 

Developmf:'nl in the Ventura River VallE=y has l>een generally 
restricted to 11reas above the flood plain of the Ventura River . 6 

Of the ~)<)[mlat1on presently existing in rhe unproLecLed por
Lluns of Lhc flood pl~in, the greater rart is concentrated in the 
small l'csi.rlentitll ~·Olillllunities of Casitas Spri.ngs, Live Oak Acres, 
and Hawthorne Acres. 7 in addition, the wescern end o f t he ci.ty of 
San Buenaventura ~Lends c:o the river's bank ac the mouth. Thil'l 

portion of the cicy is protected against flooding by an earth and 
rock levee which runs along the west: hank of the Ventura Ri ver for 
a distance of about three miles. 

6 . A major portion of the Ventura River Valley, including the river
bed , i s privately owned. Portions of the river and flood plain at 
t he mout h are mmed by the State of California and the city of 
San Buenaventura . The balance of l&nd is controlled by the County 
of Ventura , t he Uniced St ates, and the Ventura Coun t y Flood Contr ol 
District. The Flood Control District , in addit i on , holds flowage 
eas~nen ts a l ong portio ns of the Ventura River. 
7. Casit as Springs, the large s t o f t hese communi t ies, has a popula
tion of 1, 113. 
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There arc two major dams, a weir, and a diversion facility in 

the Ven t ura River basin. The Hatilija dam, si.tuated 16.2 rniJes 

above t he river's u~ulh, was completed in 1948. Matilija dam was 

built by the Uni ted States Army Corps of Engineers, in cooperation 

with the Ventura County Flood Cnncrol District , to provide addition

al water t o locAl communiLies and red11ce flood hazards in Lhe Ven

tura River Valley. Its original s lor:tgc capaci r:y wss 7000 ac"t·e 

feet. However, as a c-e~;ult of si l tAtion anc.l a large- notch cu L in

Lo I.. be uam 1 5 face in 191)5, the b to r age CApAC tty of the lake has 

been ·red11ced to approximately 2400 IH:re feet. n ... redorallng concl.·~te 

continues to he a f' roblem, and p l ans at·e current ly hcing made lu 

sludy lhe uecc~;sity of widening Lhe present niH<"h, Tile Matilijo 

df!m is norma 1 l y ,trained uf t c r c ;wh 111aj or storm . A near I y contin

uous flow of wat:fll" i<; re leasetl the yea1· ro;.md to satisfy downstreaw 

\~$lt!t' t"i)'.ltts. 8 AL lhe rcqupst of the California Ueparttuent of Fish 

and t;ame, a fish ladder ami holding tank foe the t r ansportation uf 

mlnraLing t:>tcclhead was construc.:teu at thc> h11se of Lite dam in 19Le7 . ~ 

Approximately two mi.ld llelow Hatilija dam, Lhe Los Roh les di

ver!lion fa..:.il iLy, c:onsisLing of 11 small rockfill dam, ht!at.lgates, 

a nd four miles nf concreLe canal, has heen cunstructcd hy the 

CasiLas Municipal Water Dis trict Lo divert winter run-off from 

the VentUl:a River ro Lake Casitas. The flow capacity of t llil:l canal 

is 500 cubic feet per second. 

8. The Ventura County Flood Control District, wh ich owns Matilija 
dam, has an agreement t.dth t h~; Casitas Municipa l Water Dist:rict 
whereby the Water OistricL assumes responsibility for normal 
maintenance on the dam and t he pri.I1ciple and interests on out
standing bunds for the conscru::tion of the dam in exchange for the 
available water r ights. 
9. Field represen tatives for the Cali fornia Department of Fish and 
Game (Clanton and Jarvis, 1946) advised that " The spillway nn this 
dam should be an inclined apron with a deep hol e at the botLom in
!ltead of a direct fall. By ~tilizing this cype of spillway botb 
atlull and fingerling steelhead could pass over the dam ~•i.thoul 
l oss on t:heir do\vnward :nigration , . . In the spring of the year, 
water should be released over the spilh;ay for as long as i.s 
possible (to f acilitat:e this!lea\vard migration)." 
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The ca~'ltas dam, s iLuaLeu 6 .5 miles above the moc;rLh of the 

Ventura River on Lhe Coyotc - Sa.;ta Ana Cree k waLershed, was com

pleted in 1959. Ruilr by th., B.1reau of ReclAmAt::i.on in cooperation 

v.>i th Lhe Casitas Hunicipal Wate1· Oiscricl, Lhc dam is desi.grted tu 

impound wate1· fnr i ndusLrial, agriculcurol, and doml:!f:llic usc with 

in lhe District. Casitas Lake has a storage capac i.cy of :t50 , 000 

acre fept and a safe yield of approxtmarelv l0 1 000 acre feet. l're

senLly there is no flow in r.nyolt! Creek belo1~ the d~tnr wh.Ldt reaches 

thP Ven tlrTa River. The Cilsi r.ns ~bn i t· i pa I Water D-Lst1'lC' r has imll

calctl that it i~ 1"f'(jr lirP<I lo release only !':lrfficit!nl wa ter dm,m 

:::t,·eam L" sa tisfy one prior wl'lrer ri~hl . IO 

Au unc.lerground we'll· l'1111s 11cross the Coyote \. reek ;.mu VenturA 

River bed:=; 11ppn1x iJh11lely 400 yards no1·tll vi Lhc f ost.•r l'al'k l>rid~c 

(:=;h. rui l e:; above Lhc river':=; ono,tth). Con:;trucr.,cl i n l906 by t:bl' 

Ventura 1'owe1· Company, Lhc weir i s desi.~ued Lo raise th l:' Wt~Ler Ln.blc 

Ll' (c<!d ~evernl munl<-1!-)a l t>unap:; upstream. The weir i~ 971 ft'el 

lonB fmrt sixty-live feet dN·p aL il.s en.t>Lcrn extn•uaity; it cxt~nd~ 

from th(· 1-1esr hcialk 'J[ Lhc Vcnlura Hiv .. r ell the confl11enc .. of Lhc 

Coyote Creek and stops 300 '"'"'l short of spannlnR Lhe full hreadLh 

of both s treauas. The city nt ~nn 13uenavenc:urn. has pla ced 

[ive pump:=; app1·oxlmart! ly 100 t:o ')00 yal·ds a l>uve the WC'ir and now 

diverrs from 3000 to 6000 acre feel Olnnually i,nrn il;; treatment p lanL 

to serve the watt'r needs o f the ci cy of Sl!n BliCnnvencura. Tentative 

p lam1 had been made hy the California Deparrment of Fish and Game 

in c oopel'ation \viLh the Ventura Cow1Ly Flood Ccnt:rol DisLrict 

(Cook, 1946; Ryan, 1946) Lo cons truct a fi.sh ladder, t r a.p , and hulll 

ing ta11k on che expo:>ed por cion of Lhe weir in 1946. Thl:> f::~c 

i lity, ho\-Jever, was never completed. A 300 foo t s pa.n of this weir 

i:c; prese ntly exposed t o a heiglu of four feet . 

In addition co these str uctures, there are a number of pri.-

10. Pres en t ly, ch is re lease n.mount:s ro approximately si.x acr e feet 
per year. 
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vately operated wells and gravel diversions along the upper Ven
tura River . 

The reach of stream from Foster Park to the ocean, however , is 
the area of the mos t serious pollution . Koehig & Koebig (1972) re

ported large amounts of particulate ma tLer, organic forms ·' deter
gents, and algae present in th e lower rea~hes o( the river emanat
ing most probably fron' sewage ef[luen t, industr t al wastes, anr.J 
fe r tilizers. Koebig & Koehi& concluded that the "influence of 
these fnctors alone ic> naosL probably l"esponc;ihle for an extremely 
low diversity and populllrion of aquatic invertebrates anrl fishes ." 

The Oak View Sanitation Pistric t operates a secondAry sewage 
treatment fact i ity l.. 5 m.i. l es above the t·1vBr ' s mouth. Approximate
ly Lwo cubic feet per !lccond of Lreated sewage cffluelH ls teleased 
into the rtver at lh.i.s point. The effE>ct •m Lhe aquatic lifC' is 
marked. A small gravel levee desi!,'Tled to divel"l stream (low t o 

a private pump has been con!ltrucred in the middle of th~ •H ream ami 

e:xtend!l 150 yards c1owuslreaw from the plant site, sep.:~rating tempo-
rarily Lhe natural s t.ream flow from the scw.:1gc effluen r Treated 
sewage t.s released on the cast s i de of rhe levee, where vegetation 

is luxuriant; the stream channel, however, displays a sparse popula
tion or fishes. On the west side or this l evee (Johnson, 1970; 
Capelli, 1973) numerous trout fry and otht!r fishes have been ob
served in the ma1·ginal uuL c.:lear water. 

Since 1951, the Shell Oil Company has operated a urea plant 
3.5 miles above dhe mouth of the river. This plant has been a 

source of significant pollution in the past . The California Depart
men t of Fish and Game has cited the company on several ocassions for 
polluting the Ventura River; the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, Los Angeles found the Shell Oil Company gui lty of polluting 
tile river in 1972. The plant has now ceased operations. Its 

future use, however, has not been determ1.ned . 

Further dow~stream, Lhe Ventura River passes through the Ven 
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tnra Avenue Oil fields. lh"'r"' ar~ numerous sumps, hoI tling ponds 

for wacer- flood "ysrPms, >'Inti o::he;: facili riel'! Lhat possess a set·

imrs polenli<rl for poll..H:ion. S•~·ver<!l oil compAniPs in Lhi:; area 

h01ve been cited For poi.:Jti:l~ the \'enr11n• River •.dthin thE' past~ 

)'ear. 

The Soulhcrn P11ei fie· Ni 1 inf.! Co:npilny h.:~<; nper·aleu a sand 01ntl 

gravel pit mine 1.5 tniles JbOV•' tn.- rive• ' s nouth <;inl"'t> IC)fi l. The 

l e~se siLc covers 7£/ squ~ u acres in rhP rivlr beu and flood 

ploin, rwenl y of which a1·c ~urn•ul I v used fo1· thP plan! sJ Le ami 

sLOl:<l)I,C. ApprmdmRielv 200,000 ronG ,f t!ISlo.'t"l<i l is exenvA re>d An

I)IIR I I y r 1'0111 lhe flood p t.a in •.1nd r lver c:h.10ne1' ~ .. ,. i liiiS I y c.lisrup t

Ltlg Lhc nnturol !';lll:'a•u aucJ ripori:'ln <'<lllttlllll i l\'. I he planr uper;:~Les 

with 11 ''"""lY l'onditionnl us.- permil which wi II <'l<flire ALtgust 'i, 

l!)lJ: cxlensicm of rh ... l"''"~llil will \"f'CJui>·~: ''"' prcp<~rntlon ol >Ill 

cnvi n1n11wnr A I i tupac L rcvi.•w. 

Pn"~"'"' Fi:;her.i.cs Rcsoun·•;, 

tJcve lopmt'llt s in Lltc Vencur.J Hiv,_.r V,.llt')" followi111~ 1')4.6 have 

~ip,ui.ficanLly altered rr .. Ven~u=-a R.tvc:r. t-ln,l i.!llJ.Wt'tllntly, A L>ur

gconing prrprrlalioll 11-:ts put i.ncn:a:,. itlt~ dcmnnd~ on ln<"a I water rc 

S(JUrces. 

The constrllctlL•n of ~!atilijR dam in 1948 cut- off an i.rnportnnt: 

!=ipln~ning area in the: Venr,tra River sysr:.em, decimaL Log the rivc•r. ' s 

trout and o; tee l head fisJ-:erics. The con:. true tion of Casi. Las dam 

in 1959 further reduced rho, rive't'' s flow and cuL-off e>vo nddi t:i.on

al spmming nursery areas, le;;vi ng on ly the San Antonio Creek and 

the North Fork o f the Vent:ura River acce!';sil> l e to migrating steel

head. Many ho les have been filled in, while portions of the ripar

ian community have been periodically scrippe<.l from the flood plain 

through gravel mining and flood conL~ol operations. 

'l'he Lo,ver 't'eaches o£ the Ventura River below Foster Park, in 
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additi on, have been seriously polluted by a varie t y of indu~trial, 

<tgricultural , and municipal efEluents . Of these, the effluents 

from the Oak View Biofiltration Sewage Treatment Plant, the Shell 

Chemical Plant, and the Ventur a Avenue Oil Pield" have had the most 

deleterious effect on the river's ecology. 

Despite these devclopmE'nts, the Ven~llra River's fi!:iheries have 

not heen entirely destroyed. 

The North Fork of the Vt>nlura River, which commences ~bove the 

c:onfluence of the Hat1lija Creek (six teem miles above the river's 

mouth),maintain~ a small consistent flow oC clean water and is 

stacked Annually with trout by rhe Cttllfornia Departml'nl o.L fish 

alld Game. 

Clean water in smnll quantities i,c; pre~cnt c.ommenc:lng immetli

aLely north of Lhc Los Rob les diversion dmn (fourteen milel:i 1.1.bovc 

t:he rivt:r's mauch) <lt i t.l cxcends to Lhe 1-,ast' of Nat:ilija drun (si.x

leen miles above the rtv~:r 1 li mout:h). This stretch of waLcr sup11orts 

a small population or trout: and other indigenous fishes. 

A vttriable flow of clean water is Rlso present commencing 

~;~everal hundred yards a hove the confluence of the S:m An Lonio 

Creek (eight miles above the river ' s mouth) and extending to the 

site of the Oak View JHofiltration Treatment Plant: (five miles 

above the river's mouch). Smal 1 numbers of trout (Capelli, 1972) 

rangi ng i n size from six to thirt een inches have been taken from 

this stretch of stream above the Fost:er Park bridge within the 
11 past year . Bluegill and small mouth hass are also present 

throughout this section of the Vent:ura River. 

A continuous flow or water exists between the site of the 

11 . Photographs of severa 1 of these tish are on file with the Ven
tura County Fish and Game Commission. 
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Oak View Bio[il trarion Trt-armenc: ?lanl and the Southern Pad fie 

Railroad bridge(,? of~ mile 3bnve the rivet: 's mouth), prima.r:ily 

thP product L'lf the Oak Vie•~ plant.! s \H:!W.<~ge- effluenl. l'rt'SPntly 

there t!:dst:s no sport fisherie:> a lopg rhis stretch of the river. 

small numbers nf p<:~rti.allv armored three-spined stickleba<'k, arroyo 

chLtbS, Rnd santa a11a suckers, itowevl?l' , ?ersis t in t hf' lo1ver reacltEei; 

nf t:hc river down co Li te Natr Street bridge in San BuenavenrllrA 

(.5 ul a mile above the river ' ~ ~ourh) .* 

Tur,e rhcr wi Lh l h .. s., fisher io;s, 1 nca t f hi hennen ~ I ~o repot· t 

t;:~king ~mAll nwtrht:-rs of slcctlltei'\d <~lmnst .:mnuallv ft't'lm the Venlllnl 

River. lluf•,An ( L973) repnrrs fishin!-; lht.- VetHU1'1 Rivet:- lor :~ l ... r·l

hcad t•nusistcntly sl tct• 1954 aml taking fish "'"v~:ry Yt>•11' t·.hc- r.ain 'l 

WPt't- !>ufficient . lu Oi I low thr river lo ru11 lnrti the Ot:t'<t ll 

for a w~:l'k or more " Bugg ( 19 7 3) repnr r ~ t.1kirt).; ~t:'Vt' ,. "I ~ rc-cl

heiHI i n the Vt:-llltlrr. K.:.vcr nwa"llli tg LI•ICnLy-tlln•• · inchc:; and Wt:'i l~h -
1'' Jn g tltrt-l' ponnd:. du-i"e the l95J-l'.l:>2 .,,,,,<:on.~ llu~:R .•ilr<n rcporlu 

Laking twelve lo{et'Jhcad IIU.":.l<HI' i llg o'i~hlccn indw~ Juring lilt:' l ~l/ 1 -

1972 sea.;on he low tht:- .:n• tlucncc ul Ll e SAn Antoni o Crt-<'k . 

Ucscribl11& his steell ead fishing e:~r~:rienc-r on tlte Veutut·<t 

River thtdng the l'J(,8-1Q69 acns~"'• HogAn ( 1973) lt;.tl> wl'itten, 

"During ::1 two wePk pcriotl 1 1~11<-t>d eleven !ish tn S•'VCntccn in.:ht>s. 

Al though T lrmded be~t <1ne 'roc chaser' ( l4 inches) in Lhe lagoon, 

I did ~ec sevt-[a l fish o! good ~i~e rol• on tltrt.-e separate occa

sions. Dltring this L~ .... I taLked wlLh several people who 11Rd 

seen fait:ly larp,e fish bclov. Lhe C:asi.t:as diversion dllm nnd in 

San Antonio Creek. I personally observed, on two separate ocea

sion.s, two (ish in a shallow llo I e (in San Antonio Creek) nc ar 

Camp Comfort . 1 b e lieve-d the:n co b e spa~oming and did nol mo l est 

Lhem . 'l'hese fish wer e t wo tu three pounds . I had heard of 

quite a few fish other chan mine being tak e n rluri.ng that tim!:! , 

12 . A pho tograph of several of Lhese :=ish are on (i l e wi th the 
Ventura C:ounty Fish and Ga:ne Goll1!1llssion . 
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b ut: per~onal1y Sll lv ninE.' fish lande d of s i ze large enough to call 

good fish. These fish being bm to four anu a half pounds. " 

HoAan concluded, " I believe that o'ver thP past I i fLeen or six t een 

yean; . 

lack of 

. many m<>re rish would have been taken, but due to a 

fishennen on the river this hAs not l>een Lhe case . When 

there exists 

times a week 

favorable wa ler conditions, I f i -;h 

ld 
.,13 

and sc om ~eE' another an);ler. 

1 hree or four 

Loe<JJ f i shermt>n (Hngan, 197l; Barnes, 1973: l'eirano, 1 ~73) 

r•,ener<Jl l y at:.ree LltaL 1955 was rhe most J't"Cldu~:live sLeclhcad sr-·.n

s<>n on r h<=> VPn t ul"A HIve r in recen L his tory. 

l'roposa 1 

The Vcnlur~ County Fio;h .ll)d C:Arrl:' Connub!:;i.on rccogni::-l's t·hAI 

rhP l'loso> p1·oximi1y nt lh., Ver·Lura River to 111 url.;n areu offers 

;:m unusual opportunity for A unique re~:rcational resoun'P; rh>;~t 

l"iVtor' s c1t:'lerinral ion i::. lur!;cly the re~t .t Cll II::. ne~lecl and 

nbusc; and that, Hnnlly, Lhe Venluro River e;m with JWnpt!r •1tatta).',e

nten t be restored. 

The Cc.munission, thc1:cfor e, pm·poses l'~" re l :.ttcd , but di fi tine L 

p1:ojcc ts on the Venttll'"•l Riv .. c: (1) the restorAt i on of a Live 

SLt:-eam o lon).', Lhe lower reaches of the river, Cree from pollution 

and deve l opment ineompacahl"' wilh a live recreation screant , 

and (2) Lhe re~>toration of c.he river's once hi).',hly productive 

spore fisheries. 

Bot h propo!'ials '~ilJ requ~rc chat: a master plan be prep a r ed for 

lhe preservation and maintP.nance of Lhe area's natural r esou r c e s for 

thP.ir i ntri.nsic , r!:!creationa l, a nd e d ucat i onal value , and that t he 

plan recognize recreationa l and e duca t i onal use of t he river and 

its i mme d i ate e uvirons as chc h ighest: artd l>esL use of the area. 

13 . The lar gest stcelhead Hogan reporls taking during the 1968-1969 
s eason measured twPnty-two luc:hes. A photogr'lph of this and another 
fish taken the same year is on ~ile with lhe Ventura County fish 
and Game Commission. 
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The first proposal envisLons a small creek characterized by 
series of riffles, rapids, and pools. 14 Ful I protection of thP 

river anti ilS immediate surroundings are the mandates : in short, 

<t cessation of poll•Hion, p it mining, channelization, and build-

; ng in t.he river and on i til immediate flood plAi n . Such a manage

ment pw•gram wi 11 re<;•.1irc res tric ti on;> on l and use withIn t he 

Ventura River Valley heyond those curren tly invoked. 

The fi.l·s c prnpn!la I is !und.:~mcn ta 1, atlu !Uay be taken a11 t he 

fi 1·s t phase in Lhe r es tonn l on or the Ventun1 RIver's hi:; to ric 

fisheries. The :'leCOllcl proposa l would i.nvo I ve additionaL SI'IUn:es 

ol water !or the SUPJ'nrt of <1 viab l e spon fi11her y and speci..1.1 

·restriction s 1n lhe tu<magemcnt o f t he r-iver ' s wild life t·esoun:et;. 

Access , which f $ prese.nLly rcs rr1c t.etl Lo a rea s at the t\tOulh 

of the r i vt-r and in Lhe vicin ity of Fos ter Park, i.<1 one of thn 

principal dra"Jhr~cks l<> the development or Lhc ful.l nonconsumpLivc 

use of tht' Vent ur~ River area. Both propo!la l s wou lt.l, thet:efore , 

~lso require th(> acquisition of privately he ld lands to bl:l managed 
fot: pub 1 tc liSE:!, 

RPstoring the lower reacht'S of the Ven t ura River to a ltvl:l 
recreational streAIIl woulc.J entail: 

(l) niscouraging further t'Ocroachment on tbe river for 
agricultural, commercial, industrial, or other purposes 

through l ocal con trols and t ax incentives on a interim basis, 

until a more permanent solutton to the problem can be reach

ed agreeable to all parties. 

(2) Reducing po llution Lo levels compatible with a living 

recreational scream. 

14. The amount of wat er necessary to create such a situation be
tween the Foster Park bridge anu the Pacific Ocean is estimated 
to be between five and Len cubic feet per second. 
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(3) Creating a permanent corridor o f open space along both 

east and 1•est banks of the Ven tura River. 

(4) Upgrading the 1.;ater releasetl from the Oak View lliofiltra

Lion Sewage Trea onent Plant and retu~-ui.ng the treated 1-1ater 

to the Ventura River. 

(5) Prohibiting the further removal of material from the 

Ventura River channel fur connnercial purposes. 

(b) Developittg a f.lo(.>d cuutro I plan fur Lhe Ventura River 

cololpaci.hle with the maintenance of a luttural stream-bed and 

attendant aquatic life. 

(7) neve l opi nr, a comprehensive land uoc plan along the Ventura 

River compRt'iblc 1o,1ith a live n ;:cr eat i.onRl streanl. 

Restoring the> trout and s tee l head spor r· f i.she r ies in t:he Ven
lltra River tvould enlail: 

( L) Developing a <.:Oillprehensive tertlat;y seWa)!.e treatment plan 

£or the Ventura Rivc.r and Ojai Valleys designed to l?.nhance 

\./Eilt:r cundi.tions in t he main stt>m of Lhe Ventura River and in 

the San Antonio Creek. 

(2.) Adjusting rhe safe yield of Lhe Casitas reservoir to 

provide for the release of water inco the Ventura River during 

the critical spring and summer months. 

(3) Providing a fish passage at the Los Robles diversion dam 

to facilitate the spring and winter migration of steelhead and 

reestablishing access to the prime spawning and nursery grounds. 

(4) Developing special restrictions such as artificial l ures 

and minimum size ::-eq~.:i-rements in the management of the ri.ver 1 s 

sport fisheries. 
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Local ln lere~t and Support 

The local ctt:'lzenry leas expressed its concern for the Future 

of the Ventura River and its support for lhe river 's protection and 

restoration. 

This concern was drAmatica lly demonstrated ?-lay 22 , 1972 at" a 

public hearinr, h1dtl by the San Ilucnaventura C'lly Council Lo conrsidrr 

the fo1.-ma tion of an Rl'l!iE'Sl<mE'nt ,Jis lr ict to finance the> construe tiou 

of a Levee on Lhe west b;mk ncAr rhE' river's mou lh. The propos"1d 

levee would hAY I:' ope11ecl liP over 100 acres ~o l'Onhlll:'rr i a I tlevelop

lllenl on the river' s flon<i p i Hin 811<1 e!J:cclivcly ch:.mncli 7.eci the 

lower I 'E'Aehe!l Ctf tlie sLream . 

The 1,400 peop l e from neighboring commun1rie!i Attending the 

pub I ic bear in~ dcmonstTatcd a uni fi..,d f:!ffurt unprcccdente<i 111 

Ventura County. l'ht' hear iU,h, which Wi'IS tl' leC'Il q 1 over lo<: ;:ll r-adio 

and televis i on, drew thf' I ilrgE-sr ('rowd ever to :1 tte:nd a C'i. l y 
cnunci I 111!!€' t tnr, i 11 San Buen:Jvcncura. Acknowt,~dg1.ng Lhis wide

spread public intcrc~:t , the- staU til t he.: V<!ntur<:~ Connt:y SLar -Fr~"' 

P:a:ess voted rhl" Ve11t1 trA IU.vet" project one of the lop J:ive news 

~Lories of Ventura Cuunry in 1972. 

In at!dition to the indiv:.duals app.,aring at the ~1ay 22, L\172 

public hearing, the live river project has been endorsed in con

cept by the following civic organi~aLion:;: Ventura Counry League 

of Women Voters, Greater Ventura Ch;;mber of Commerce (Environmental 
Affairs Committee, Legislative AI:'airs Committee, anrl the Board of 

Directors), American Legion Post <t399, Ventura County Chapter of 

the Amer:ican Associat ion of Uni versity Women , Environmental Coali
t ion of Ventura County, Lcs Pa dre s Chap tcr of the Sierra Club, 

Tro ut. Unlimitet!, and the California Committee of T~vo Mil l i on . 

Several public ;:~gencies hav~< a ~so indic;:~tcd a willingness Lo 

cooperate with the Commission in developing <1 moce detailed plan 

for the protection and restorar~on of the Ventura River. 
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Fund) ng 

A r:umblnal.i_on of lot.:al, state, anrl Federal 1uonies beyond the 

Ventm·a County fish and Game fund will be essential to support the 

nec-essary studies anti <.levelop the required facilities . Nuch, how

evel·, can b~ accomplished i.n tht> Parly scages of th"' riv~:r' s re

storation through proper land management and enforcement of exi.,:;t

ing fitAtUtPs relating to thP conservation nf wildlife reSOI.Lrr:es. 15 

Po Len L.i.aJ Sllun:es u[ [unc.ls inc lucie: the 1\nadromous fisher1 es Act, 

Dingt>ll-Johnson r·ish Restnr8rinn Acr, Cnbey-Aiquisl Fluud rLain 

H.:mal-!;emenl Acl, and the Californi;;~ Wildlife Conservation Boa1·d. 

Cutu: lu:;iun 

Rt>~tcwi11p, rh ... Venru~a Ri.vt"r is a bulc.l unucrt01king, but it is 

.:1 challenge thal c01n be met if public and p1·1vate agenci.e:; are 

wi_ll.i.t>~\ to w~1rk. t~IP,!!lhec Tlte underlying thesis here ts thnt wllrl-

1 i Fr re:o;ourccs c.:tn ho, r<>.si·nrerl hy thee ,·re:oalive use of the same 

Luu Is And ler:l11tlq11c;oS Lli<~l lt<~ve .i.n the past been used to red11ce 

n1· destroy these resourc~s. 

!\ proposal to rPston" rhe v.,,Hura Ri.ver nece::;s<>.rily raises 

[uudamenlal quest iuu:;. about resource management Rnd the I i.f., 

styles of the neighboring C•'lmmun i ries . 

~1anagement ,.,f the Vencura River basin and of its water resources 

lla$ been primarily aimed co srimulate economic exranslun, while 
tbe 1·ecreational and scenic values of che Ventura River hA.ve beetL 

generally overlooked. 1\o t•iacer has been budgeted for the protec-

ti.on of the river's f lsl1(;!ries. Municip<~lities, indu;:;t:ry, <tnrl 

agr ic:ulture have commonly regarded the Vencura River as a con

venient: Rewe1· Hi th s mall concern for the cffeccs on \•7ildl i fe. 

lS. The. San Buenavenlura Deparcmenc. of Commnnity Deve l.opmenl, for 
example, has proposed that the flood plaiu area of the Vencura 
River lying \vi t.hi 11 the eily' s boundaries and sphere of i.nf I uence b e 
relainecl in upen space. 
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Privare wells sunk into Lhr: rive::-' s aquifer havf' hePn •1p~traled 

wlLhoul adequate supervision, while hRrmf11l wasles continue to be 

n>lca!';Pd into thE> r'vt-l', As a rel;'-'lt: of these abusP~, hikl:'rs, 

fishennen, bird- watchers, and part'c ot.irly Lhe voun~o; people of tllf 

neighbor ill& c-nornuuni l i 1:'1:' have been denied an hi.srodt·<~ll v Lrupt•rtaPt 

recreational resource. 

Hote1·, ce1·tLJinly, i<> a t'enlt"al t'onsidcrati.on i11 HI1Y p ropt'"''' l 

r<'> n•stnre Lloe IJenLura River. Prnpprly I ranred , lww~ver, the 

question is oor .,,.h .. t·.- 1.d Lie :cequired wat~ r ho> ohr-•lin•·d, hul 

o·:Jihl:'l, hnw will Lho•c: w~tc-r rC';;o, o·o•p.; ;;v;;i lable now .1nd thn:;f• 

which \~ill lw nv,,diRhl• in Lhe ':lC:Il' iutUI'C'I hf' nllow:lf•!d. Will 

I ht: ex l sling :.~nd p l;mnl'd lo/i"l re>l' 1'1:' SOlin· <H> he uscu t<l ;.up pon 111 

t~rf'n:;,,,() i t1d11S II 'i.·ol •WI ivilv :mu enCOlll'I'IS<' Fill l':<tt<OII::< i lltl IJf ltlt' 

prl:'si!IIL pnpulaLion wit.hour «tlfi~tcolll rc;;ord to thl' ~11r'lul, 

C'tdtunll, 11nd ""virun•uc.mLal cosr-;? 01· wi II ;;~ ruon: h .. llancc:d ;Jp

pro(.lch ltl re~<>urcc m.1nng,..m• nr '" tlt:ve I•Jpcd that will 111:-1111•' lung 

ll:'rtu ,.~;~hi I ily 1.1nd prc:.c:rvo~rim, >I li.l>Loric naturAl Rlll•·ni L i.,s? 16 

The anr.\IPl'~ giv"" to Lh~~l:' <IUCst:iOn,!; \d I I •IlL im<!lt>lv <lclcrminc: 

II Itt I 11 L ur~ uL Lhe Vcn tt:rn Kiver. 

In its meandering SH<"E'('l r o ~l·e ul'ean , the Vent'lll'R River 

flmv~ rhro~>p.h t:ounlrv chat 5[~:1 !"et<lil1" 11udt uf the flavor of 

16 . Th.,. SLat"' \¥ater Rc:..ources Control Bu::trd has adopted ,. St'l of 
lleneficial water use def<niciu:Js in conjunction Hilh tbe Compre
hen ~ i VI? \,Ia ll?r Quality ~1anagcmcn: i'lanni11p, I'ro~ram. Those l'P lev en L 
Lo t he proposals outlined I: ere inc lucie : Ho ccr Con t~H~t Rt:~· rea tion 
(tu:C-1), incl udes a I I recrectional usPs i nvo I vin;; actual body 
conLa<.·L wlLh water, such as s;.:i":"n·l.n~, ,,•acling, wat~rRkiing, skin 
diving, surfing, !<pm·r :"' s'1.ir.g, ~.:ses in therapeutic spal:i, and 
other use!' where ingel>~ion oi ¥:at«r i'i rt>a$onably possible; 
Colli Fresh-Hater H.:bitat (CO' .D), p:::-ovidel> a coldw<tter habiraL Lo 
sustaln aqur.:tic 1·esourtEH associat:ed with a coldwaler environment; 
Wildlife Habilal (IIILD), provides a ;.;ater bupply and vcgctt!tive 
habitat for the mllintennnce ll[ wildlife : !-ish Higration (HIGR), 
provides r.: migration route and te~porary aqua Lic environment for 
anadromou,; or other fi.sh C<pecies; Fi:;h Soawning (SPWN), provides 
a high quality <H]Uatk hab i :;at cspecrii'lly "uitable for fish s pa~-om
ing. 
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Nlrly California: rolling hills dotted Wi.Lh JivA oaks, thl:' vallt'y 

floo1· linPcl with ~>yc.:amores, cottonwoods, and alders, and tht' ~>tt>ep 
hill~> cuvc1•ecJ with a thick growth of chaparral ilnd SCI!t tcl' l:'d con

ifcr~. A lanrl and ~o.•att'r manageme;'lt proer.:~m compatjhlc With a 

1 iving t.l:rt>am 1.'ould :.et:vp to protect and t'nhancc thc-.t' nnturnl 

amcnltil'·' in the Ventura IUvcr and Ojai Valtey" wh{ch l'l:'llidl:'nt" 

And v{oltort> h<Jvc tradit-..Lo::~atly enjnyed. StE'ps must be takcto 

now, howl:'vcr, .if the recreational and l>ccni.c values of thp Ventura 
River nrc to be preserved for present and future gonerationR. 
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JOE HOOKER, DON ROWE, AND VICTOR PEIRANO WITH WINTER STEELHEAD, TAKEN NEAR TICO CROSSING, 1920. 



JOHN B. COI,I)i WITII A 'wi~TER STEElliEAD fROM THE VENTURA lUVER , 1940 , 



'., ' 

·~ :. :: ·. :~ .. ;. :~ 

J OHN D. COLlA WITH \</INTER STEElHE:AD TAKEN BE:L0\1 FOSTER PARK, 19~6. 



EDGAR HENKE WITH SPENT STEELHEAD TAKEN ABOVE THE FOSTER PARK BRIDGE, 1946. 



E. 1':, BARNES Wint '.rHO YOUNG STEEUIEAD TAKEN NEAR FOSTER PARK, l94B. 



. . {- ·· .. 
. ··. .· 

C. W. BUGG AND MILO BUGG WITH SPENT Sl'EELli~ AND RESIDENT TROUT TAKE:\ tlEAR CASITAS SPRI~NGS , 1952. 



BEN SMITH, JR. WITil FRESll RL~ STEEUlEAD TAl<£:-. ABOV~ TH.I:. SH.Io:LL HOLE, 1953. 



ROBERT HOGAN WJTH YOUNG STEELii'EAD TAKEN NEAR CAS I TAS SPRrNGS, 1969. 
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TROUT TAKEN FROH THE LOtYER VE:\"'TURA RIVER, l•!A...RCH 1973. LARGEST FISH FOURTEEN INCHES . 




