
Patagonia volunteer Julia Wright andDerekPoultney. protectioncoordinator for Venture. Hillsides Conservancy, help cut
arundo near the Milin Street bridge.

ing to get clean ed out, and
(I hey'r e) going to have to
step up to the plat e and
thiok about a life change."

When w i lt l a m
Willoughby died in th e
1970s, hi s son William
inherited th e prop ert y.
In 2009 , rhe conse rvancy
contacted bim to se e if
he'd be interested in get
ting rid of it,

He was inde ed. pro vida
ed the land rem ain open
space in perpetuity,

"It's been kind ofa hobo
jungle.Iftherc were a local
responsible emity to take
charge ofit. I think it could
be put to good public usc,"
he said from his horne jus t
outside Clevela nd. '" 'II ICe]
muc h better about it."

from his location on the
Maio Str eet bridg e.

" If you gu ys co uld
just stop what you 're do
ing. You're banging into
my w,,11 r ight there ."
More said.

Th e volunt ee rs moved
to a different locat ion and
continued cho pping.

Mor e hJ S lived in th e
river bottom for a yea r
and a half. he sa id . hav
ing lost his joh and home .
He KnO'W'S he will h3VC to
move. and is debating join
ing his sis te r in Misso uri.

Onh knows there wiIIbe
alo to fpco ple like More.all
with different ex..pericnces ,
all with different problems ,

"Thi s is what's coming:'
Orrh sai d. "T his area's go-

volunteerM,tt LaBarge helps clear the arundo near tho MainStreet bridgeIn Ventura,

suc cessful, the cc nser van
cy pictu res its new prop
e r ty as being part of the
Ventura River Parkway
plan be ing dev eloped by
th e Trust for Publi c Land
and the stare Coastal Coo
se r vancy to reclaim the
river for recreat icc.

"W e know th cr c'Il be
ch all enge s. but overall
it's a great oppo rtu ni ty,"
Sherman sa id.

On Wednesday, the
conser van cy held its fi rst
cleanup, en lis ti ng the
help . o f Ventu ra -based
outdoor app ar el company
Patagonia to clear arundo.

As th e Paragonia volun
reers chopped down stalks
of the bamboollkc arundo ,
Jeremy More calle d dow n

rounded by la nd ow ned
by state, city, county and
pri vate ent it ies, includ
ing the Wood-Cl acy ssen s
Foundation/Taylor Ranch ,

As thcy hav e for ced
o u t homeless people
and cleared 45 acres o f
arundo as part of th e ef
fort, some of the hom e
less ha ve mo ....cd to the
Willoughhy pro perty.

How to assist wi th per
man ently relocat ing the
homeless is the mis sion
of a working gr oup that
is tentatively being called
the Ventura River Illegal
Camp Relocation Project.
Groups including Salva
tion Army.Turning Point.
Friends of the Ventura Riv
er and Catholic Charities
are inv olved , along with
poli ce' and the Ventura
County Sheriff's Office, as
well 3 S sta te. count y and
ci ty officia ls.

The v enrurc Hill side s
Conse rvancy also will be
part of IhL: process, If it's
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~We're hoping to first
restore the habitat and
thea opeo it to the pub
lic," said Lee Sherman.
Ventura Hillsides Con
servancy development and
volunteer coordinator.

A coalition of social
serv ice agencie s. envi
ronmental groups and
~overDmem officials sees
It as 3 significant piece in
a much larger and difficult
puzzle - permanently
clearing the river bottom
of homeless camps,

"T here 's a lot of illegal
activity on that property;
said Peter Bro wn , Ven
tura's community se r
vice manager. "We DOW

have an owner that is go
ing to be attentive to that
illegal ac tivity,"

In the decades sinc e the
Willoughbys left Ventura.
nonnative arundo plants
have overtaken the prop
crty. The thick reed cao
grow up ro snfeet tall . and
it did , prov iding the per
feet cover for a community
of homeless people who
have set up more or less
permanent res idence.

"This ar ea is a key to
wh at goes ou t intO the
ocean. There 's a hug e
human compo nent aod
::J. huge e n.... ironmentat
co mpo nen t, and they're
very clo sel y tied tog eth
er ," Project Und erstand
ing Executive Direct or
Rob Orth said .

The propert y is sur -
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to one day turn the don ated lan d into
a place for picnics . walks and a con
nector for the len gth of the river.

Highway IOland Main Stree t bridges
and next to the ve ntu ra River .

T he property sonn will faU10 oew
own ersh ip, th e Ve n tu ra Hillsides
Conse r....ancy. T he non profit plan s

BruceUvingstone,a volunteer fromPatagonia. helps cutarundonear theMainStr~et
bridge inventura. The Ventura Hillsides conservancy hasaccepted, donationofland
fromdescendants 01 a 10e.11ranching family. Theplopertyis ccnsldered animportant
piece inreclaiming theriver and f,ndingpermanenthousinglor thehomelesspopuliltion.

In an era when Ve ntu ra W:IS mor e
cow coun try than sceuic beach co m
muni ty, mem bers of the Willoughby
fa mily wer e ranch er s, runn ing J
dairy far m on the west end of tow n.

But the Will oughb >' me n had
dream s rbat ex tende d far beyond
ci ty limit ' , and in the late IBOOs,
James Russell Willoughby headed to
West Point. His father' s deat h meant
an abrupt cha nge of plans, and he
returned two yea rs la ter,

His son Willia m, though , en listed
in the Arm y.a nd in 1940 left Ventu ra,
never to ret urn,

Th e Will ou ghb ys ' propert y was
so ld off except for " sma ll pat ch 
8.74acres, to be exact - between the
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• Nonprofit
preps new land
for public use


